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Classroom Structure for September 2017 

Classes will be organised in the same way as they have been this year: 

 

Class Year Groups Teacher Expected no. 

of children 
Ash Class R and 1 Miss Barnes 

 

12 

Elm Class 2, 3 and 4 Mrs Leggatt 
Mrs Hall 

23 

Yew Class 5 and 6 Mrs Saunders 
 

15 

 

Ash Class will always have a teaching assistant with them and Elm and Yew Classes 

will have a teaching assistant every morning and most afternoons. The teaching 

assistants remain the same; Mrs North, Mrs Carter, Mrs Casebow, Mrs Rigby and 

Mrs Skirrow. All have received first class training this year and are qualified to work 

with all year groups.  Mrs Edwards remains the school Special Needs and Disability 

Coordinator (SENDCo) and will be working on Wednesdays from September.  Yew 

and Elm classes will be taught French and the music service will continue to teach 

an instrument on Wednesday afternoons; Lawrence will continue to coach sport on 

Fridays.  Forest School will be delivered by Mrs Skirrow and Mrs Southin. 

 

I am delighted that there are no staff changes to announce this year and that we 

have a stable staff structure throughout the school. The children are very fortunate 

to be taught and cared for by a very professional and dedicated team. 

 

Year 6 Leavers’ Service at Chichester Cathedral, 1:15pm, Monday 26th June 

Please ensure your child has a white shirt to wear on Monday (there are 

some available from the office); the school will provide children with ties 

and has a few spare shirts if necessary.  An anonymous donor has paid 

for the children’s lunch at McDonalds therefore they are no longer 

required to bring £5.  Grateful thanks to this kind person. 
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Team Point Treat 

Vikings received their team point treat on Tuesday when an ice-cream van arrived 

at the school to deliver a free ice cream. 

 

 
 

Parent Governor 

Unfortunately, no applications were received for the vacant parent governor 

position.  If you would like to be involved in shaping the school at this very exciting 

time, please do talk to Mrs Hindman (Edward and Ellie’s mum) or Mrs Cleaver (Lily 

and Ben’s mum) to find out more. 

 

Building work 

The guttering has now been replaced and repointing done to the Victorian part of 

the school.  New windows and doors are shortly to be installed in Ash Class and 

Chuckleberries. 

 
Joint Activity Day 

Parents are reminded that the children from Amberley School will be joining us at St 

James’ for an activity day on Monday 3rd July.  The children will enjoy a range of 

activities including Capoeira Dance, Forest School and summer sports. Your child 

will need to come to school in their PE kit for the day.  Please drop the children at 

the school as near to 8:30am as possible and leave swiftly to enable Amberley 

parents, who are due to arrive between 8:50-9am to park safely.  Normal lunch 

arrangements and collection times apply. 

 

School Photos 

The proofs of the class photos were distributed to parents this week.  We should 
shortly receive the proofs of the whole school photo and this will be forwarded to 
parents as soon as possible. 
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Coultershaw Heritage Site – Year 4 Trip 

The children of Year 4 visited Coultershaw Heritage site this week.  They took part 

in workshops to help them understand the history of the site from the Stone Age 

right up to the time when the canal was built. 

 

 
 

 

Summer Production – The Peace Child 

This Year's Summer Production will be The Peace Child, developed 

by Out of the Ark Music.  It is a dynamic and moving story of two 

tribes, set in the far-off and fictional land of Mambica, and carries 

a message of peace and goodwill.  All of the classes from Year 2 

up to Year 6 have been invited to take part in the production, 

whether  as a member of the choir or in a more formal acting, 

dancing, speaking or solo singing role.  As before, the production 

will be held open-air, with the stage being set in our beautiful 

surroundings under the cover of a marquee.  The production will 

take place (weather permitting) on the afternoon and evening of 

Tuesday 18th July, with a back up date of Thursday 20th 

July.  More details will follow soon. 

Mrs Saunders 

 
Cricket Tournament at Horsham Cricket Club 14.07.2017  

There were some very good displays all round from the children both in attitude on 
and off the pitch as well as the cricket they displayed in the games.  

 
We started with a good win against North Heath, with some strong batting and 
fielding. Alex H, notably very strong in the field throughout the day, he dived for a 

one handed catch on the boundary, which only left his hand as he hit the floor. Very 
unfortunate!  

 
We then had a loss to Greenway, who were a very strong side, however we had 
done enough to get through to the quarter finals. In this game we played St Peters, 

who were extremely strong with the bat and set a very high score of 313. During 
this bowling and fielding, all of the children kept smiling and had a very good 

attitude towards, what was, a crushing batting display at times!  
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After this game we played Loxwood in a friendly, in what was a very close game, 
that could have gone either way. It came down to the final over of the game but 
they just sneaked a victory.  

 
I was so pleased with the cricket and behaviour of all of the children, who 

represented the school so well throughout the day.  We were very quickly known as 
the team had the skill to run properly between the wickets, picking up lots of runs 
against the strongest sides with clever running from both batsmen.   

Report by Matt Dingle. 
 

 
 

 

PGL Day Camp – 24th July 2017 
The children in the current Years 4,5 and 6 will be going to Merchant Hill PGL Centre 

in Hindhead for their complimentary day camp.  This is being run at no cost to the 
school as a result of the illness suffered during the trip to the Isle of Wight in 
October although there will be a small charge to cover the transport costs. 

 
Cobnor Activities Centre Trip - 25th to 27th September 2017 

A residential trip is being arranged for the current Year 4 and 5 children to Cobnor 
Activities Centre.  There is a meeting on Tuesday 27th June at 3.30pm in Yew class 
when parents can find out about the centre and the activities available. 

 
Parent Forum 

The next Parent Forum is on Tuesday 27th June at 2.00pm.  Please come along to 
meet with fellow parents to discuss parenting issues and obtain support from fellow 
parents.  Julia Edwards and Sian North will be leading the group.  Refreshments will 

be provided. 
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Greatham Bridge Closure from 17th July for 12 weeks  
We have been notified of refurbishment works to Greatham Bridge in Brooks Lane 

which may affect journeys to and from school before and after the holidays.  Works 
are due to commence on 17 July 2017 and last for approximately 12 weeks.  The 

bridge be closed to traffic for this period, with a signed local diversion route put in 
place via the A29 and A283.   Access to private properties along the lane will be 
maintained at all times, albeit from the diversion route.  Pedestrian access over the 

bridge will also remain available. 
  
FOSJ – Summer Fete – 8th July 
FOSJ are collecting screw top wine bottles for the “Water into Wine” stall at the 

Summer Fete.  Please start collecting bottles at home.  Thank you. 
 
 

   
 

Important Dates for your diaries:  
  

Mon  26/06/17 Leavers’ Service at Chichester Cathedral, 1.15pm for year 6 

Tue 27/06/17 Parent Forum at School 2.00pm 

Tue  27/06/17 Cobnor Activity Centre Trip - Meeting at school for current Year 4  

and 5 parents  

Wed  28/06/17  Cello Concert.  1.40pm Yew Class 2.40pm Elm Class 

Fri  30/06/17 Sports Day at Petworth.  Years 2 and 5. All day. 

Mon  03/07/17 Joint Activity Day with Amberley School at Coldwaltham  

Fri  07/07/17 Ash Class Worship 9.00am 

Sat 08/07/17 St James’ School Fete 11.30am to 2.00pm 

Thurs 13/07/17 Whole School Visit to the Beach – letter to follow 

Tue  18/07/17 School Production.  Afternoon and evening. Times TBC 

Fri  21/07/17 Exhibition of children’s work in the morning. 

Tue  25/07/17 Leavers Service at St Giles’ Church 2.30pm; this is for all  

    parents, not just for the parents of children who are leaving. 

 
  
 


