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 Friday Flyer – 30th May 2025 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 
Here we are at the end of the half-term week and I truly 

hope that you have had a wonderful break from school, even 
if the weather has chosen to be a little changeable! We are 
very much looking forward to returning to school next week 

and hitting the ground running with our learning and 
activities in the final half-term of the academic year.  There 

is so much to look forward to – trips, KS2 Production, Sports 
Day, the Summer Fayre and more – so please do keep an 
eye out for messages from the school about these. I 

appreciate that it can feel like there are many communications being sent out but we just 
want to make sure that parents/carers know what is happening to support and enhance 

the children’s learning!  
 
Staffing Update 

All parents/carers should have received a staffing update regarding Mrs Douse yesterday.  
Sadly, Mrs Douse is facing some personal circumstances which mean she will be absent 

for a while.  As a school community, I am sure that you join with me in wishing her all the 
best as she goes through this difficult time.  We will ensure to keep you updated with news 
as and when we are able to. 

 
 

Year 3 and 4 Athletics at Dorset House   
We are very proud of our Year 3 and 4 
athletics team who represented St James’ at 

Dorset House School in the final week of 
Summer Term 1.   The format was that the 

children took part in one event each and then 
joined together to race in a relay.  
Seven schools competed and St James’ had 

some amazing results – Ozzie was second in 
the 75m, Iris was 2nd in the 600m, Immie 

was 3rd and Ben was 4th in the hurdles and 
the boys’ team was 4th in the relay.  Overall, 
the St James’ boys team finished 3rd and the 

girls’ team was 5th.   
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We could not be prouder of our children; they all tried their hardest and supported each 
other brilliantly. We were also very proud that we were the only state school who took 
part – all the other schools were from the private sector so we were thrilled to be 

representing the ‘everyperson’! The team were Raife, Asher, Ozzie, Ben, Robin, Immie, 
Aubree, Elena and Iris – congratulations and well done! 

 
Jaguars - Year 6 SATS and a Birthday Picnic 
Year 6 SATs week took place between 12th and 15th May and Year 6 conducted themselves 

fantastically throughout the tests. They were not fazed by any of the challenges of the 
week and we could not have expected any more of them.  Year 5 and 6 finished off the 

week with a picnic lunch on the field to celebrate all Year 6s’ hard work and Year 5s’ 
flexibility and support (as well as a certain Mrs Parker’s birthday!).  Year 6 thoroughly 

earned their end of SATs treat that took place last Wednesday; they let their hair down 
with a trip to TENPIN at Chichester, followed by McDonalds for lunch. The Friends of St 
James’ has generously paid for this so thank you so much.   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Elephants – Seed Dispersal  
In Science 

lessons, 
Elephants 

have been 
investigating 
flowers and 

fruits.  They 
made their 

own paper 
helicoptors to 

see if size and 
weight made a 
difference to 

dispersal of 
seeds.   
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Penguins and Rhinos – Salad Bar  
Penguins and Rhinos looked at the 'Eatwell Plate' for healthy, balanced diets and shared 
ingredients from a salad bar to create their own 'Super Salads'. Here's what they 

thought about the learning experience, and we can’t help but feel that Jeanie’s response 
hits the nail on the head! 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Author Visit – David Fuller – 9th June 2025 
David Fuller, author of the Alfie Jones series of books, will be visiting the children in Years 
2 to 6 on Monday 9th June to talk about what it is like to be an author.  Parents/carers are 

able to order signed books that David will deliver when he visits.  There are two order 
forms and some further information at the end of this Friday Flyer.  You can read more 

about David Fuller on his website. 
 
 

 
 

Archie - 'It was so tasty. I would say the 
chicken was the best!' 

 

Luna Du - 'I tried 
some peppers and 
I liked the taste. 

They made my 
mouth fizz!' 

 

Jeanie - 'I really 

liked the salad 
cream and also I 

liked the carrots. 
Eating vegetables 
help us to go to 

the toilet.' 
 

 

Benji - 'Eating 
vegetables helps 

your body to 
grow.' 

 

Lexi - 'I drew my 

salad. It had 
lettuce, cucumber, 

carrots and 
sweetcorn.' 

 

Ava - ' Vegetables 
and salads help us 

to get stronger.' 

 

https://alfie-jones.co.uk/
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Friends of St James’ - Plant Shop  
The plant shop at the gate is in full swing; thanks to all the parents 

who have grown plants and everyone who has made a purchase.   
Snap up the plants while they are available – we are grateful for all 

the contributions made! 
 
Attendance and Punctuality Matters!  

It is the statutory responsibility of ALL parents/carers that their children come to school 
every day, unless they are ill or an alternative arrangement has been agreed.  Our current 

whole school attendance figure is 93.2%, which is below the national threshold for “good” 
attendance of 96%.  Whilst illness is a completely understandable reason for absence, we 

have seen an increase in the amount of absence for family holidays and occasions being 
requested during term time.  Please can all parents/carers be aware that we are 
unable to authorise this absence except in highly extenuating circumstances. 

 
If your child is absent, this has a significant impact on 

their learning and, also, their relationships with their 
peers in class.  Learning completed in lessons follows 
a specific plan, where learning builds on previous 

learning; if your child is absent for some of this 
learning, they will find they have gaps in learning that 

can be difficult to fill.  If your child is off for a week or 
two weeks for family holidays, they can miss 
significant blocks of learning which can impact on 

long-term progress.   
 

Likewise, being punctual is of crucial importance.  The start of a school day is not only 
important for social interaction, but is also the time when important interventions are 
timetabled, e.g. spelling, handwriting, speech and language, phonics, maths, etc.  We 

know that parents/carers are keen to know that their children are receiving the extra 
support that they need – being punctual ensures that they will not miss out on any vital 

extra support needed to make good progress. 
 
Please help your child to have excellent attendance and punctuality by supporting the 

following: 
 

 arrive at school by between 8.35 and 8.45am – this ensures the children all go in 
together and interventions can take place swiftly; 

 if possible, please arrange medical appointments after school; if it is unavoidable 

please make appointments in the afternoon where possible to minimise missing core 
subjects; 

 if your child has a medical appointment in the middle of the day, they should come 
to school before the appointment and then return as soon as possible afterwards;   

 please avoid taking family holidays and occasional days of absence in school term 

time.  Family holidays, day trips out, shopping and are not authorised reasons to 
be out of school and will be marked as such. 

 
If your child has suffered from sickness and diarrhoea, they should be absent from school 

until 48 hours after the last incident of illness.  
 
If your child is unwell or will be absent for any other reason, the best way to 

let us know is to email the Office.  Parents may also leave a message on the 
school absence answerphone.  Please try to avoid giving messages to staff on 

the gate as these can sometimes be forgotten, although we try very hard not 
to!  
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Thank you for your support in helping to improve our school attendance and punctuality – 
the impact that good attendance and punctuality has on children’s learning is highly 
significantly, not just their acadmic learning but also their social and emotional learning 

as well.  
 

Chartwells Lunches – Tuesday 3rd June – Jacket Potatoes  
Chartwells will be serving their holiday return menu on the first day 
back to school after half-term.  Only seven parents have ordered a 

jacket potato so most of our school will require a packed lunch on this 
day.   Please double check lunch orders on ParentPay if you are unsure 

whether an order has been placed for your child.    
 

I hope that you have a lovely weekend.  Don’t forget that that Monday 2nd June is an 
Inset day and we look forward to seeing everyone on Tuesday 3rd June for the final 
seven weeks of the year! 

 
Kindest regards, 

 
 
 

 
Mrs Lizzie Martin 

Executive Headteacher 
Arun Villages Federation 
Amberley CE Primary School and St James' CE Primary School, Coldwaltham 

 
 

Dates for the Diary  
 

26th May to 30th May 2025 Half Term  

Monday 2nd June 2025 Inset day – school closed to children  

Tuesday 3rd June 2025 Children return to school  

Wednesday 18th June 2025 Open Morning – Teddy Bear Hunt 

Monday 30th June 2025 Dress Rehearsal – End-of-Year KS2 Production  

Tuesday 1st July 2025 End-of-Year KS2 Production – 6pm 

Wednesday 2nd to Friday 4th July  Year 5 and 6 School Sleepover 

Monday 7th July 2025 Sports Day 1.00pm to 3.15pm 

Monday 14th July 2025 Reserve Date for Sports Day 1.00pm to 3.15pm 

Week of 14th July 2025 Bikeability for Year 5 and 6.   

Friday 18th July 2025 Last Day of term for children  

Monday 21st July and Tuesday 
22nd July 2025 

Inset Days – School closed to children  
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