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Friday Flyer  - 1st April 2022 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 
This half-term has flown by and we find ourselves one week away from the Spring Break 

and our thoughts turn to reflections at the very special time of Easter.   
 
For some, this is a time for celebration of the core message within Christianity of Jesus’ 

sacrifice for humanity in order for them to enter into relationship with God; for others, it 
is a time to reflect on new life and rejoice in the beauty of Spring and the natural world 

around us.  For all, it is a time when we can once again meet with families and friends to 
spend time together, eat wonderful food and nibble on lovely, chocolate eggs! 
 

Whatever this special time of year means 
to you personally, I hope that you are 

looking forward to the holidays and you will 
all be able to have a happy and joyful time, 
enjoying a well-earned rest and break from 

the usual busy daily routines. 
 

Covid-19 guidance 
On Tuesday 29th March, the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, Sajid Javid, 
set out the next steps for living with COVID-19 in England from Friday 1st  April.  The 

updated guidance advises: 
 

 children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should 
stay at home and avoid contact with other people. They can go back to school, 
college or childcare when they no longer have a high temperature, and they are 

well enough to attend; 
 adults with a positive COVID-19 test result should try to stay at home and avoid 

contact with other people for 5 days, which is when they are most infectious. For 
children and young people aged 18 and under, the advice will be 3 days. 

 

For education and childcare settings, regular asymptomatic testing is no longer 
recommended and schools can no longer order LFD tests; this means that asymptomatic 

testing for staff will be a personal choice and not something we will ask staff to do.  The 
UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) will publish new guidance but most of the specific 
COVID-19 guidance for education and childcare settings will be withdrawn on Friday 1st 

April. 

about:blank
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-sets-out-next-steps-for-living-with-covid?utm_source=31%20March%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
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The school will review and update its risk assessments in line with any updates given by 
UKHSA; however, it would now appear that there will be no specific guidance regarding 
Covid-19 and we will be expected to treat the virus as any other illness within the school.  

I appreciate that parents/carers will have some remaining concerns but, with the final 
lifting of guidelines, we look forward to being able to return to a more normal life within 

school which will be greatly welcomed. 
 
Easter Celebrations – egg painting and rolling 

One such return to a more normal life is, after a two-year absence, 
the return of the traditional egg painting and rolling that has taken 

place at St. James around Easter time for many years. Father Peter 
has generously ordered eggs for the children and will be hardboiling 

them all in time for us to paint them on Wednesday. 
 
Following this, on Thursday 7th April, at 9am, there will be an egg-

rol ling event at the school led by Father Peter with prizes for the 
best-painted and furthest-rolling eggs awarded.  Parents/carers are 

warmly invited to attend and, if you would like to bring along a painted egg of your own 
and roll it, you are more than welcome to! 
 

Please note that children will need to be dropped off at the school, NOT the church on 
Thursday 7th April. 

 
Mother’s Day Church Service  
It was astounding to see so many parents were able to attend our 

Mother’s Day Church Service.  We have missed having these 
occasions and it was lovely to see so many of you there. Thank you 

for coming; we hope you enjoyed being able to join the service with 
Father Peter and all the children. 
 

Attendance and Punctuality 
I would like to thank you for the fantastic way in which you have responded to the letter 

that was sent earlier in the half-term about the timings for arriving at school.  It has been 
noticeable that we have fewer children arriving after the 8:55am cut-off which is 
wonderful and we are highly appreciative of the effort that is being made by the whole 

school community in supporting the school with this. 
 

Some of you may be aware that the recent Schools White Paper ‘Opportunity for all - 
Strong schools with great teachers for your child’ specifically mentions the government’s 
intent to ‘drive attendance rates back to pre-pandemic levels and beyond’ (page 26, para 

51).  The Covid-19 pandemic highlighted the supreme importance of children being in 
school so that they are able to learn and thrive. As a school, we are committed to 

improving our attendance rates and decreasing the level of absence in order to ensure 
that our children are receiving the optimum amount of education possible.  As we 
continue through the academic year, there will be a continued focus on attendance, 

punctuality and absence and we look forward to working in collaboration with 
parents/carers to secure high attendance. 

 
Uniform  

At the beginning of the pandemic, many of you will remember that as part of mitigating 
measures, we asked that children wear their PE kits into school on the days when they 
had PE – this was to reduce the risk of cross-contamination of the virus from home to 

school and vice-versa via clothing. 
 

Following the living with Covid-19 strategy, we have together as a staff team reached 
the decision that we would like to return to the pre-pandemic uniform expectations that 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1063602/Opportunity_for_all_strong_schools_with_great_teachers_for_your_child__print_version_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1063602/Opportunity_for_all_strong_schools_with_great_teachers_for_your_child__print_version_.pdf
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were in place.  Therefore, following the Spring Break holidays, the children will need to 

come into school dressed in full school uniform every day.  PE Kits will need to be 
brought to school in a separate, named bag and can be kept in school all the time as 
per pre-pandemic arrangements.  Arrangements will be made for changing for PE within 

school. 
 

The main reasons for this decision are to develop the children’s sense of pride in looking 
smart and nurture an awareness that school is a place where the focus is on learning 
and progressing with their education.  When the children wear their PE kit all day, we 

have grown aware that there is a sense of the children viewing the day as a ‘relaxed’ 
day, not a day for focused and earnest learning. 

 
With a return to wearing full school uniform all the time, we are aiming to develop a 

culture where the children have a sense of being there to actively learn and progress 
every day.  We also feel that the children will look smarter, something that is very 
important when we have visitors to the school, and also important for the children to 

have pride in. 
 

News From The Penguins 

Penguins are loving their 
learning about Traditional Tales 

and, in particular, the story 
of  Goldilocks and the Three Bears. The highlights from this 

week have been making our own bowl of delicious, steaming 
porridge and thinking about what toppings to add to make 
it 'just right' for us. We all loved our porridge, just like 

Goldilocks!  We've also had lots of fun using story maps to help us retell the story, building 
props and acting it out with our friends.  

 
News from the Jaguars 

 

 

The Jaguars have been practising their water colour skills using a one brush technique to 
create delicate spring flowers.  They used their own illustrations on their Mother’s Day 

cards and the illustrations will become the backdrop to a display in the foyer to celebrate 
our school values.  



Church Lane - Coldwaltham - Pulborough - West Sussex - RH20 1LW 

 

Student Teacher -  Rhinos  

From next week, and until 10th June, Rhinos will be joined by a student teacher, Miss 
Fosterjohn, who is currently studying at Chichester University to become a teacher.  Miss 
Fosterjohn will be working alongside Mrs Brownbill, supporting Rhinos whilst gaining 

valuable teaching experience.  We are very proud as a school to help support trainee 
teachers – the job is demanding but ultimately very rewarding and we hope that we are 

able to give trainee teachers an enthusiasm and passion for the job that will last a 
lifetime. 
 

Enrichment Day 
Last Friday’s Enrichment Day was a busy day full of sports and activities.  It was lovely 

to have a day when the children were able to mingle together and that allowed all year 
groups to work alongside each other on on a creative outdoor project.  The children 

worked on crafts and activities which demonstrated our school values of respect, 
kindness, honesty, positivity and teamwork. 
 

            
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Parent Consultation Appointments – Tuesday 5th and Wednesday 6th April 

Appointment sheets for next week’s Parent Consultations are located in the foyer; please 
pop in to make an appointment. Be mindful that appointments are for ten  minutes only.  
Following the appointment, if you feel that there are further matters to discuss with the 

teacher, a separate appointment needs to be made.   
 

 
 
 Comic Relief – 18th March 2022 

We raised £51.50 for Comic Relief from our non uniform day.  Thank you   
 for your support. 

 
 

After School Clubs 
After School clubs will continue until the last day of this term.  Details of the Summer 
term clubs will be sent to parents/carers during the first week back.  There will be no 

clubs during the first week but clubs will re-start on Wednesday 4th May.   
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Record of Success Certificates and Dojos 

Congratulations to George and Joe who have earned their medal for 50 
stickers.  Last week, Ella earned her certificate for earning a massive 200 
dojos.  Well done Ella! 

 
School Lunches – Feedback to Chartwells  

Chartwells have asked for feedback regarding hot school lunches.  Feedback can be iven 
by clicking on this link https://servicemonitortabs.co.uk/chartwells/primary . 
 

Support and Assistance to Families on Low Incomes  
Recent rises in the cost of living, particularly the rise in utilities’ and fuel prices, are having 

a significant effect on the disposable income available to families.  If you are concerned 
that financial hardship is affecting your child(ren), we do want to offer support to you.   

West Sussex County Council is once again providing Free School Meal eligible families 
with a supplementary supermarket voucher to mitigate the impact on their household. 
Each FSM child will be awarded a £50.00 voucher ahead of the Easter break period.  

If you think your family may qualify for free school meals, please follow the link below to 
apply. https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/schools-and-

colleges/free-school-meals/ 

For children who are not FSM eligible but whose families are struggling financially or in 
need of practical assistance, contact can be made with the West Sussex Community Hub 

at the link below.  The Community Hub can help with food, fuel support, clothing, 
emergency supplies and much more. https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/fire-emergencies-

and-crime/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-and-information/advice-and-
support/community-hub/ 

Horsham Matters offer advice support to families in need.  Details can be found on their 
website https://www.horsham-matters.org.uk/community-support and on the poster at 

the end of this newsletter.  
 

Have a very happy and blessed Easter and we look forward to seeing the children back 
for the final term of the year – it hardly seems possible that we’re already able to say 
that!  Thank you for your support during the last two terms and we look forward to 

continuing to work closely with you during the summer. 
 

Kind regards, 
 

 
 
Mrs Lizzie Martin 

Executive Headteacher, Arun Villages Federation 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

https://servicemonitortabs.co.uk/chartwells/primary
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/schools-and-colleges/free-school-meals/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/schools-and-colleges/free-school-meals/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/fire-emergencies-and-crime/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-and-information/advice-and-support/community-hub/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/fire-emergencies-and-crime/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-and-information/advice-and-support/community-hub/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/fire-emergencies-and-crime/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-and-information/advice-and-support/community-hub/
https://www.horsham-matters.org.uk/community-support
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Dates for your Diary 

 

Tuesday 5th April and 

Wednesday 6th April 

Parent consultation appointments. 

Thursday 7th April  Easter egg-rolling event, 9.00am at 

the school 

Friday 8th April 2022 Last day of the Spring Term 

  

Monday 11th April to Friday 

22nd April 2022 

Easter Holidays  

  

Monday 25th April 2022 Summer Term starts  

Monday 2nd May 2022 Bank holiday – School closed to all 
children  

Tuesday 3rd May 2022 InSet Day – School closed to all 
children 

Wednesday 4th May 2022 After School Clubs re-start.  Please 
look our for the Clubs letter after 
Easter which will have full details. 

Monday 9th May to Thursday 
12th May 2022 

Year 6 SATS  

Tuesday 24th May to 
Wednesday 25th May 2022 

Year 5 and 6 Residential to Lodge Hill 
– please see our letter dated 

10/03/2022 for full details  

Monday 30th May to Friday 3rd 

June 2022 

Half Term  

Monday 6th June 2022 Return to school after half term  

 

News from the Friends of St James’ 
A BIG thank you for supporting the Friends’ Mother’s Day shop last week. We 

hope you all enjoyed the gifts your children chose. The children had a lovely time 
choosing, wrapping and writing messages at the shop!  
 

You also helped us raise over £60 which will go towards this year’s fundraising.  
 

We are keen to provide more events for the children in the Summer term but we 
do need more volunteers to help us;  please let us know if you can offer some 
support from home, come along to a meeting, help with supplies or equipment, 

shopping or volunteer at events - every little bit will help us to be able to do 
more.  

 
Thank you for your support 

FRIENDS OF ST JAMES  
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