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Friday Flyer  - 5th November 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
Here we are at the start of Autumn Term 2 and 

the first week back has been a busy one!  As 
you will see from the class news below, there 
is lots going on in each class and the children 

have returned with enthusiasm and a strong 
sense of purposeful learning.  We are looking 

forward to a happy and increasingly festi ve 
half-term as we move towards Christmas.  
Although there is a little while to go, Christmas 

always starts early in primary schools and I 
heard distant sounds of Christmas songs being 

sung happily this week….however, I will hold 
off getting the Christmas jumper out just yet! Details of our school Christmas Lunch are 
included later and please note the Nativity dates in our ‘Dates for your Diary/ section. 

 
Covid-19 Update 

As you will be aware, we have had an increase of positive Covid-19 cases within the 
school resulting in many of you receiving letters to advise what should be done next.  I 
have attached some general advice and guidance to this Friday Flyer as to what would 

be expected of parents/carers of children who are considered close contacts of a positive 
Covid-19 case.  This is purely for your information so that you have an awareness of it. 

 
At present, with the rise in cases both in our school and across schools in West Sussex 
as a whole, I am reviewing our risk assessments and will be considering whether there 

are any extra measures that we perhaps should consider being in place to prevent the 
spread of the virus in our school community.  Should there be any changes implemented, 

I will inform parents/carers as soon as possible. 
 
Parent Consultation Meetings 

Thank you to those of you who have signed up for Parent Consultation appointments; we 
are looking forward to being able to update you about your child’s learning, behaviour 

and how they have settled back into school.  
 
Please remember that appointments will take place in individual classrooms and books 

will not be available to view, except for Elephants. Only one parent should attend and 
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without children, where possible. Please arrive at your allocated time (not before) and 

respect that appointments will be strictly 10 minutes.  If you try to extend your 
appointment, it impacts other parents/carers who have appointments and makes a very 
long evening for teachers who have already worked a full, busy day. Please be mindful 

of this when a teacher draws an appointment to a close. 
 

If there are any points or issues that need to be discussed further, class teachers would 
be happy to make another appointment with you so that they can be spoken about with 
the due attention and care needed.  Thank you for your support with this. 

 
Parentpay – Contact Details  

As you are aware, we use ParentPay for the majority of communication from the school 
and, therefore, it is vital that your contact details are correct on it.  If you have recently 

changed your mobile number or email address, please remember that you will need 
to log into Parentpay and update your details as well as advising the School 
Office.  Please note that the Office is unable to update Parentpay on your behalf; this is 

something that you need to do.   
 

Remembrance Day – 11th November 2021 
Remembrance Day falls in this week and, in Collective Worship, the children 
will be learning more about this special commemoration.  On Thursday, 

Remembrance Day, Jaguars will represent St James’ at the Remembrance 
Service in Bury, reading a poem,reading the names of the fallen of 

Coldwaltham and laying wreaths made by the children on behalf of our 
school.   
 

Remembrance items from the British Legion are on sale at school with the suggested 
minimum donation for each item as follows: reflective poppies 50p; slap bands £1.50; 

wristband £1; zip pull 50p.  A donation can also be made for standard paper poppies.  
 
New Classroom 

The new classroom 
project is making 

good progress; you 
will see from the 
photos that the 

building was squeezed 
up Church Lane in 

sections during half-
term. 
  

The whole school 
community is looking 

forward to its 
completion.  It is 
hoped that Penguins 

will be in their new 
classroom before 

Christmas and that 
Jaguars will also be able to move back into their own classroom from the Hall.  

 
Going Home Book 
Following the return to more usual arrangements for dropping-off and picking-up 

children, the “Going Home Book” has been reinstated. This is used to record the names 
of children who will occasionally be collected by other parents or children at the school 

day.  If your child will be collected by someone else, please inform the member of staff 
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who has the Going Home Book at morning drop-off.  Parents may also email or 

telephone the Office during the day to let us know and it will be noted in there.  
 
Values Certificates 

Congratulations to Jessica, Arthur, Zac and Grace who received Values Ambassador 
Certificates in Celebration Assembly this week.  The certificates celebrate those who 

demonstrate our St James’ values of respect, kindness, honesty, positivity and 
teamwork; both adults and children nominate children for these so they are a true 
recognition from the school as a community. The particular focus for Collective Worship 

this week was All Saints Day (marked by the church on 1st November following All Hallows’ 
Eve the previous day) and all of these children have shown ‘saintly’ behaviour this week  

according to their teachers and friends!  
 

Chartwells Christmas Lunch – Thursday 16th December 2021 
We are looking forward to our annual Christmas Lunch and “Wear 
Something Festive Day” on the last Thursday of term.  

 
This will be a fun, festive lunchtime for all.  If your child is in Reception, 

Year 1 or 2 and usually has a hot Chartwells lunch, a lunch will be ordered 
for them automatically. If your child is in Reception, Year 1 and 2 and 
usually brings a packed lunch, you may request a free Christmas lunch for 

them on this day.  Please email the Office to request their lunch, otherwise 
they may miss out on their festive meal.  For Key Stage 2 children who 

would like to have the Chartwells Christmas Lunch, please order the lunch and pay 
directly with Chartwells using the information provided in the flier at the end of this Friday 
Flyer. 

 
The children may wear something festive on this day to complement their school uniform, 

for example festive socks or tights, a hat or a Christmas jumper. 
 
Flu Vaccinations  

Flu vaccinations will take place on Thursday 9th December.  If you wish your child to 
receive a vaccination, it is essential that you complete the on-line consent form that 

was emailed to all parents/carers on 22nd October 2021.  If you are unable to find the 
original email, please let the Office know and it can be resent to you. 
 

School Photographs 
Yellow School Photos will be in school on Thursday 18th 

November, taking individual pupil photographs.  Unfortunately, 
this year, due to Covid-19 precautions, Yellow will not be 
offering sibling photographs – this is not a school decision but 

something that the company is implementing. Due to  the 
complany’s decision, Yellow are offering a discount of 25% off 

if more than one child’s photographs are ordered to help 
parents/carers who have more than one child. 
 

Please ensure your child comes to school dressed in full school 
uniform, with a school jumper or cardigan.  Please make sure 

that your child’s hair is neat and tidy, with no hair accessories 
that do not meet school uniform rules.  We will attempt to make 

sure they are smiling, not pulling funny faces or crying! 
 
Class News 

 
Rhinos – Materials Testing – Keeping a Rhino  
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Rhinos have had fun testing different materials to find out if they were waterproof. We 

then used our knowledge and teamwork skills to design something that we thought 
would keep rhino dry. We enjoyed testing them out! 
 

     
 
Penguins and Rhinos Forest School 

Every Thursday, Penguins and Rhinos enjoy a Forest School session with Mrs Skirrow, 
Mrs Casebow, Mrs Hughes and Angie Southin (who many of you know from 

Chuckleberries).  The children take part in a range of carefully planned activities to 
learn specific Forest School skills but also to support learning in the curriculum.  Here 
are some ohotos of the children enjoying their time and being enthusiastically proactive 

with their learning! 
 

     
 

     
 

        

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Elephants – Bignor Trip 
To support their learning about the Ancient Romans, Elephant Class spent a day in 

glorious sunshine at Bignor on Friday 22nd October. They participated in workshops, 
grinding flour, making mosaics, scribing with a stylus on tablets (quite different to the 

tablets we now use!) and identifying and ordering Roman numerals.  
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Before lunch, there was a chance to explore and play in the various mazes before 

rounding the trip off with a fascinating guided tour of the museum and villa, led by Lisa 
Tupper - descendant of George Tupper who was the farmer that discovered the remains 
whilst ploughing his fields over two hundred years ago in 1811. They saw a huge variety 

of artefacts that had been discovered throughout the excavations (including animal 
bones, mosaic tiles, bronze pins & tweezers and even a baby skeleton) in the museum 

and got a real feel for Roman Villa life when visiting the winter and summer dining rooms 
containing incredible mosaics and even a hypocaust heating system.  
 

When the children split into groups to complete their quiz at the end of the day, they 
were extremely knowledgeable; they had listened very carefully and been greatly 

inspired. What a great way to round off the first half term! 
 

   
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Jaguars – Drumming Poets Day  
On Monday 11th October, Jaguar Class were 

invited to Petworth Park to spend the day 
working with a very exciting poet and 

drummer called Antosh. They started the day 
gathering thoughts, sounds, feelings and 
images from different areas in the park 

before gathering at the Sylvia Beaufoy 
Centre to create some wonderful poetry, 

accompanied by percussion. We were 
blessed with a beautiful autumnal day and it 
was a pleasure to see the children enjoying 

the marvellous surroundings of the park, 
engaging with nature and working 

collaboratively to create imaginative and 
descriptive verse.  
 

Year 5 and 6 Football Tournament at MRC 
Over the course of the academic year, there will be the opportunity for children from 

Years 5 & 6 from 11 primary schools surrounding MRC to participate in a range of sports 
including indoor athletics, cross country and tag rugby. At the end of the year the winning 
team will be awarded a trophy but all children who participate will have been given an 

excellent opportunity to take part in team sports, competing against local area schools, 
and of course begin to prepare for the transition to secondary school.  

 
On Friday 16th October, a squad of nine children from Jaguars travelled to MRC to 

participate in the first of a range of multi-sports activities, Football. Playing 7-a-side short 
matches our team put up a valiant display. It has been a long time, due to Covid-19, 
since the children have been involved in competitions of this type and we were delighted 

with their attitude, team spirit and 100% effort and commitment. We finished a very 
respectable joint 5th so well done to all the children who took part! 
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Year 6 Interfaith Morning 

What a busy time the Year 6 Jaguars are having! On Thursday 14th October, along with 
all Year 6 pupils from surrounding schools, we were invited to an Interfaith Morning at 
Easebourne Primary School. With faith leaders from the Church of England, Islam, 

Buddhism, Sikhism and Judaism the children were divided into groups and given the 
opportunity to learn about the beliefs and practices of these different religions. They were 

encouraged to ask questions and expand their knowledge. It was very engaging and, by 
the level of questioning coming from our pupils, obviously thought-provoking for the 
children too. 

 
This Friday Flyer is stuffed full of news and information and I would like to extend my 

thanks and gratitude to Mrs Lewis who collates the information and photos for me to write 
the final version.  I hope that you feel up-to-date with all the shared news and 
information; I look forward to sharing with you again in our next Friday Flyer.  In the 

meantime, I hope that you have a lovely weekend and look forward to seeing you at 
Parent Consultations. 

 
 
Kind regards, 

 
Mrs L Martin 
Executive Headteacher, Arun Villages Federation 
 

Important Dates for your diary:   
 

Monday 8th November and 
Tuesday 9th November 2021 

Parent Consultations.  If you have 
not already booked an appointment, 

please sign up for one at drop-off on 
Monday or phone the School Office if 
you are unable to do this. 

Thursday 11th November  Jaguars to attend Remembrance 
Service.  Please see our letter dated 

3rd November for details  

Friday 12th November  Year 6 Height and Weight checks 

(pm)  

Thursday 18th November 2021 Individual School Photographs 

Friday 19th November 2021 Children in Need Day – further 
details to follow 
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Week of 22nd November 2021 Bikeability Training for Year 6.  A well 

maintained bicycle and appropriate 
helment is required for each child. 

Tuesday 30th November  Jaguars Trip to Chichester 
Panetarium. Details to follow.  A 

packed lunch will be required on this 
day.  Please cancel any hot lunch 
orders that have already been made.  

Friday 3rd December 2021 Rhinos’ Class Assembly – 9.00am 

Thursday 9th December 2021 Flu Vaccinations by nasal spray for 
all children. Please ensure the online 
consent form is completed. 

Monday 13th December 2021 Nativity Dress Rehearsal – time TBC 

Tuesday 14th and Wednesday 
15th December 2021 

Nativity Performances by Reception, 
Years 1 and 2 – times TBC  

Thursday 16th December 2021 Chartwells Christmas Lunch and 

“Wear Something Festive” Day 

Friday 17th December 2021 Term ends  

  

Tuesday 4th January 2022 Inset Day – school closed to all 
children  

Wednesday 5th January 2022 Start of Spring term  
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