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Friday Flyer – Friday 12th February 2021 

 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 
As I write this, half-term will have started and I trust that you are all having a good 

weekend and looking forward to a week of rest from home learning!  I think that the 
whole community is ready for this short break after all the challenges of the previous 
weeks.  Following the holiday, I am sincerely hoping that Boris will have his ‘roadmap’ 

organised and we will be able to share with you information regarding how the full 
reopening of schools will be structured.  As soon as I am in a position to be able to do 

this, I will, and I appreciate your patience with the situation. 
 
Our Friday Flyer will not be long this week but it is full of positivity and happy news 

which I think is a good way to end the half-term!   
 

Ash Class – Feeding the Birds  
The critical worker children in Ash Class 
made bird feeders last week and have hung 

them from the trees on the school field.  In 
the current cold weather, it is lovely to see 

the children caring for the creatures in their 
environment and making sure that the birds 

can access food. The first signs of spring are 
beginning to show and I have seen some 
beautiful crocuses and snowdrops recently.  

Let’s hope Spring is not far away! 
 

 
 
Welcoming new children at St. James 

We are very excited to share that the St. James’ family is continuing to grow even in the 
current circumstances of lockdown. We had two new children in Year 1 and 3 join us at  

the start of January and, following half-term, we have another new child in Year 1,  
two children in Year 3 and a child in Year 5. The children will be taking part in remote 
learning until the school fully reopens when we will be able to welcome all the children 

physically to the school.  It is never easy moving school and it must be particularly hard 
at the moment; I am confident, though, that when we return, our new children will be 

welcomed warmly and feel part of the community very quickly!  
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Home Learners 

We are missing having all the children in school together and cannot wait fo you all to  
be back in school.  Thank you to the parents/carers who have sent photographs of the 
children who have been learing from home; it’s lovely to see your smiling faces and the 

examples of work that you have been doing.  We very much hope it’s not long before  
we see you all in person! 
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News from the Friends of St James’ 
As many of you are aware, we have had a thriving Friends of 

St James’ for many years. For those of you who maybe 
unfamiliar with FoSJ, it is the school’s Parent and Teacher 

Association and this group is absolutely vital to our school. It 
provides a way to build the whole school community, 
including links with the wider society, all of which benefits 

the school and offers a positive influence within the local 
area. Fundraising is a major part of the FoSJ’s activities but 

it is also a way for parents/carers to get to know one another 
and forge long-lasting and strong friendships within school.  

 
We have had a fantastic set of parents/carers who have formed the committee of FoSJ  
for a number of years now; Charlotte Catton-Giltinane, Laura Catton-Strugnell, 

Natalie Hunt and Marti Stenton have worked tirelessly for the school, organising  
fundraising events which have helped us to buy much-needed resources or take the  

children on whole school outings to build their cultural capital. 
 
The committee have reached a decision where they feel that they are ready to pass  

on the baton to new parents/carers who may feel that they would like to take up the 
opportunity to move FoSJ forward; with their own family and work commitments, the  

ladies have reached the end of their journey.  This is a natural part of the evolution of  
the group and it is an exciting opportunity for FoSJ to move forward with fresh ideas  
and new zeal. 

 
We would like to publicly thank Charlotte, Laura, Natalie and Marti for their hard work 

and enthusiasm that they brought to their roles.  They have been crucial in supporting  
the school to bring opportunities to and provide resources for the children.  Whilst I have  
not worked with them for a long time, in the short time that I have, they have been  

cheerful, open and flexible when I have approached them about anything and I am very 
grateful for this.  

 
If you feel that you would like to become actively involved with Friends of St. James as 
part of the committee, we would love to hear from you!  As a school, we are committed  

to working with parents/carers for the betterment of the school and would look forward to 
welcoming new, enthusiastic participants to FoSJ. 

 
Should you feel that you are able to and want to be part of this vital work, please contact 
Mrs Kirby via the School Office who would be able to discuss more of what is involved and 

how the process works to form a new committee. We look forward to hearing from you! 
 

Governing Board and the role of Parent Governor 
We are extrememly fortunate to have a fantastic Governing Board here at St. James’.   
The Board, chaired by Ray Jackson, are responsible not only for our school but also for 

Amberley CE Primary School, our partner school in the Arun Villages Federation. 
 

The Governing Board are absolutely vital to the running of the school; indeed, it is the 
Governing Board who are statutorily responsible for many of the procedures and processes 

that we have in place and have to follow.  The Governing Board here is populated by 
passionate and committed individuals who work tirelessly for both of the schools in their  
own time and without financial recompense.  Having been a governor for a number of  

years in two schools, I fully appreciate and am grateful for their hard work and commitment. 
 

Parent Governors make a huge contribution to the work of the Governing Board and I  
wanted to invite parents/carers in the St. James’ community to think about whether  
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they would like to put themselves forward for this role.  It is a very rewarding position 

and gives people the opportunity to learn more about how schools work and the policies, 
procedures and processes that many people are unaware of.  Even as a teacher, before 
my work as a governor, I was unaware of just how much the Governing Board do to keep 

our schools running on a day-to-day basis! 
 

Again, if you feel that this is something that would be of interest to you, please contact  
Mrs Kirby via the School Office who would be able to give you some more information  
about what is involved and the process of how governor recruitment works.   

 
Approach to learning following half-term  

If parents/carers have not already done so, please read our letter of 5th February which 
gives details of our expectations of home learners after half term.  In brief, for Yew and 

Elm Class, the expectations will be as follows:  
 

 Children MUST complete the English and Maths tasks set each day;  

 Children SHOULD attempt to complete learning set in TWO of the foundation subjects  
  OF THEIR CHOICE per week;  

 Children COULD complete all of the learning set if work and family commitments allow this. 

 
Parents/carers of children in Ash Class should continue to follow the guideance set by Mrs 
Brownbill and Mrs Holt for their children’s learning. 

 
Reminder about Google Classroom Consent  

Please can I remind all parents/carers about our letter and consent form regarding Google 
Classroom, sent on 11th February.  We would like the consent forms to reach us by Friday  
19th February which will enable Google Classroom to be operational as soon as possible. 

 
All that remains for me to say is a have a very happy half-term!  I hope that you will be 

marking Shrove Tuesday by making lots of pancakes (with lemon and sugar, of course 
– it can’t be anything else!) and wish you well with any plans that you have to give 

something up for Lent which starts on Wednesday.  We will hope to see you again soon! 
 
Kind regards, 

 
Mrs L Martin 

Head of School 
 

Important Dates for your diary:   
 

Monday 15th to Friday 19th 
February 2021 

Half Term 

Monday 22nd February 2021 This is no longer an inset day.  
School will be open to the children of 
critical workers and home learning 

will be set as usual. 

Thursday 1st April 2021 Term Ends 

  

Monday 19th April 2021 Term Starts 

Monday 31st May to Friday 
4th June 2021 

Half Term 

 
 


