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Friday Flyer – Friday 16th January 2026 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

It feels incredible that we have been back to school for two whole 
weeks. The start to Spring Term has certainly been eventful with 
unexpected snowy weather, heating glitches and seasonal illness. 
We’re pleased to say that the children have taken it all in their 
stride, settling back to their learning with energy and enthusiasm 
and embracing new challenges. Hopes and aspirations for 2026 
have been shared and we now look forward to all the exciting 
opportunities that lie ahead for St James this year. 

 
Parent Consultations – Monday 9th February  
Parent Consultation appointments will take place after school on Monday 9th February.  
Penguins and Rhinos appointments will begin at 2.30pm with the other classes starting 
at 3.30pm.  Appointment sheets will be available in the foyer from 26th January 2026; 
please pop in to make an appointment. 
 
Ukulele Lessons  
After a term of learning Djembe drums, Years 1 to 6 will be learning the ukulele again 
this term with Chloe from the West Sussex Music Service.  The children will have an 
opportunity to build on the skills that they developed last year and learn some new 
music as well.  
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Fun in the Snow  
It may have been absolutely freezing cold (inside and out!) but the children relished 
the chance to be outside in the snow – it was lovely to see them enjoying themselves! 
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A New Term – New Learning! 
Please take a moment to look at the individual class pages on our website to read all 
about this term’s learning for the Penguins, Rhinos, Elephants and Jaguars. Each class 
teacher has shared their curriculum overview for the term where you can see all the 
exciting learning the children will take part in. 
 
News from the Jaguars  
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s been a very wet week so it’s fitting that Jaguars have continued their Geography 
learning on “The Water Cycle”.  So far, they have learned about precipitation, 
infiltration, evaporation, transpiration, condensation and transportation.  
 
Amelie says, “I found out that precipitation is another word for rain.” 
Ozzie’s water fact is, “1% of water is fresh and 99% is salty.” 
Grace says, “Glaciers are always moving but very, very slowly so that you can’t see it.”  
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News from the Penguins and Rhinos 
Penguins and Rhinos have been reading “Traction Man” by Mini Grey.  
The main character is a superhero (a bit like action man); he patrols 
the house saving toys, guarding toast and rescuing damsels in distress 
with his faithful sidekick, Scrubbing Brush. 
 
Inspired by the book, the Rhinos wrote their own postcards from 
Traction Man.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Penguins have been practising their CVCC words in English; these are four letter words 
that follow a Consonant-Vowel-Consonant-Consonant pattern (sounding a little ‘Countdown’ 
there!) We are very proud of our Penguins and how hard they work with their Phonics.  Well 
done, Penguins!  
 
News from the Elephants 
Elephants have started their History learning about The Tudors, who reigned 
from 1485 to 1603.  They have learned about the split from the Catholic 
Church and the reasons for the divorce from his first wife, Catherine of 
Aragon.   
 
Elena says, “First Henry VIII married Catherine and wanted a son but 
Catherine gave birth to a girl called Mary and [Henry] wanted not to be 
married.  So, he asked the Pope but the Pope said “No!” 
 
Elephants’ new class read is “Tudor Boy Spy” by Philip Ardagh; the story 
follows young Thomas, a spy-in-training for the Tudor king, as he goes 
undercover as a servant at Goldenhilt Hall to expose traitors, navigating 
danger and secrets while learning Tudor history through his diary entries. 
It blends fact with fiction, featuring exciting espionage, cunning, and 
historical trivia. 
 
Cross Country Running Competition  
We have been invited to send a team to the Cross-Country Running competition at 
Midhurst Rother College on 6th February.  All children in Years 3 to 6 are welcome to 

enter and a letter will follow with full details.  The children will need 
to be transported to and from Midhurst in the afternoon – help with 
transport will be requested from parents/carers.  Please save the 
date if your child would like to take part.   
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Parent Survey Response  
Thank you to the parents who responded to the Parent Survey.  The Governors are 
working on their response which will be shared with parents in due course.  
 
Road Safety: Take Care at the Entrance of Church Lane  
Mick, our Crossing Patrol Officer, has told us of several near misses at the entrance to 
Church Lane.  On occasions, children have been walking or standing near the bottom 
of the lane and vehicles have turned in quickly from the A29, around the blind corner, 
almost hitting a child.   
 
People walking or standing in this location will not be visible to drivers until the vehicle 
has entered Church Lane and, therefore, drivers may have to stop very suddenly to 
avoid an accident.  Please take extra care at the bottom of Church Lane, particularly 
if a child is walking ahead of their adult.  Anyone walking should be on one side of the 
lane and not in the centre.  Thank you for your support in keeping our school 
community safe.  
 
Kind regards, 

 
 
 

Mrs N Douse 
Senior Teacher 
Dates for the Diary  
 
Monday 5th January  First day of the Spring Term  
Friday 30th January  Visit from Hawking About – all classes - letter to follow.  
Friday 6th February  MRC Cross Country for Years 3-6.   
Monday 9th February Parent Consultation Appointments – sign-up sheets in 

foyer from 26th January  
Monday 16th to Friday 
20th February  

Half Term  

Week of 23rd March  There will be no school clubs during the last week of 
term  

Friday 27th March  Last day of the Spring Term  
  
Monday 13th April  First day of the Summer Term  
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