
 

 
ST. JAMES’ C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL, COLDWALTHAM  
                  with Chuckleberries Pre School 

Tel:  01798 872196 

Fax: 01798 875532 

Email: office@coldwalthamschool.com  

www.st-james-coldwaltham.w-sussex.sch.uk   

Executive Headteacher: Mrs Lizzie Martin 

Assistant Executive Head (Operations): Mrs Nicky Kirby 

Assistant Executive Head (Teaching and Learning): Mr Paul Armitage  

 
Enabling every child to thrive and succeed 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Church Lane   Coldwaltham   Pulborough   West Sussex   RH20 1LW 

 

 

Friday Flyer  - 17th December 2021 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

And, so, we have reached the end of the first term!  It has been a busy, productive and, 
at times, quite challenging term but it has been wonderful to watch the children 
enthusiastic about their learning and being able to enjoy different opportunities to support 

them with this (see the lovely reports about trips below!) 
 

The end of term has been slightly marred by the rise of the new variant of Covid-19 which 
affected parents/carers being able to join with us for our whole school Christmas events.  
However, we were thrilled to be able to welcome EYFS and KS1 parents/carers into school 

for the Nativity which you can see pictures from below. 
 

We are in uncertain times, at present, and who knows what is to come in January! For 
now, though, I anticipate the school will be able to function as it would normally on our 
return in the New Year. Should I receive any communication during the holidays which 

would mean this needs to change, I will, of course communicate with you as quickly as 
possible. For the moment, though, I will keep my fingers and toes crossed and hope that 

my Christmas wish of no further lockdowns or restrictions is granted! 
 
 

A Miracle in Town – Penguins and Rhinos Nativity Performances 
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As you can see from the photos, Penguins and Rhinos looked resplendent in their Nativity 
costumes and provided parents/carers with a wonderful performance.  A huge thank you 
must go to Mrs Brownbill, Miss Newton, Mrs Holt, Mrs North, Mrs Casebow, Mrs Hughes, 

Mrs Rigby and Mrs Skirrow for their very hard work supporting and helping the children to 
prepare for this wonderful production.  The children were all superstars and we are 

incredibly proud of them! 
 
Penguins New Classroom 

In the previous Friday Flyer, Penguins had just moved 
into their classroom.  They have now become more 

settled in their new environment and all the children 
have had the opportunity to see ‘The Mari Allen 
Building’. The staff have done a fantastic job in 

creating a beautiful learning space for the children to 
enjoy.   We are looking forward to the spring weather 

when the grass will grow and the area around the 
building will look a little less muddy. The outside area 
will also be developed for learning to take place which 

is very exciting! 
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Staff thank yous, welcome backs and goodbyes 
We are very privileged at St. James’ to have a staff team who are enthusiastic, flexible 

and very child-centred.  I would like to extend an enormous thank you to the staff who 
have all pulled together amazingly this term, taking on a variety of different roles to enable 

the school to continue to provide an excellent learning experience even when there have 
been some staff shortages.  Schools across the country have experienced an 
unprecedented level of staff shortage this autumn due to a range of factors and we have 

also experienced this at St. James.  Thank you to all the staff at the school for being so 
hard-working, dedicated and maintaining a fabulous sense of humour throughout this time 

– I am sure this is not only appreciated by me but by the children and parents/carers too. 
 
Two excellent members of our team returned from maternity leave this term; Mrs Watt 

and Mrs Parker are now back in the fold following the births of their babies and are taking 
Elephants. We are thrilled to welcome them back and to have them within the school once 

more. 
 
With their return though, everyone at St James’ is very sorry to say goodbye to Miss 

Newton as her role has now come to an end.  Miss Newton has been a valuable addition 
to the team at St James’ and both Elephants and Penguins have been very fortunate to 

have benefitted from her teaching this term. Thank you Miss Newton! 
 

Services at St Giles’ Church 

We are very lucky that St Giles’ Church is so convenient to St 
James’ and that the children have been able to attend church 

services with Fr Peter leading up to Christmas.  Following a leave 
of absence, we have been delighted to have Fr Peter back with 
us and, from January, regular church collective worship will 

resume on Thursday mornings which we are thrilled about! 
 

At the start of December, the children all made Christingles in 
school and then enjoyed a Christingle Service with their own 
Christingle candles lighting the church. 

 
This week’s Christmas Service at St Giles’ was a moving occasion 

and we were very sorry that parents/carers could not be there 
to join us this time.  There were readings of the Christmas story 
by the Jaguars, the choir beautifully sang “Once in Royal David’s 

City” with solos by Phoebe and Evie and the Key Stage 1 children 
reprised a song from their nativity play.   
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Rhinos first school trip! 

At the end of November, after a week of excited 
countdown, Rhinos had their first school trip.  
They travelled by coach to the Toy Museum in 

Brighton. For some, it was their very first coach 
journey and it brought great joy along with some 

nervousness about how high up they were! 
 
The Toy Museum is small but tightly packed with 

hundreds of different toys. First, the children 
went on a toy hunt to find a doll whose head was 

made from wax and one of the oldest bears who 
was having a picnic. Then, they listened carefully 

to learn about how toys were made of different 
materials in the past; teddy bears were often full 
of wood shavings!  Next, they had fun playing 

with a selection of old toys, trying to work out 
how they moved.  

 
After lunch, everyone loved exploring the 
museum. The children watched the model trains 

ride along the rails, made some Meccano toys turn, saw puppets dance and looked 
carefully at the hundreds of cars, boats, trains, bears, dolls, animals and cowboys on 

display!  
At home time, Rhinos were really glad to have another chance to travel on the coach. 
Everyone enjoyed spotting Christmas lights and seeing the sea, as they drove out of 

Brighton. 
 

Mrs Brownbill could not have been prouder of ‘Team Rhino’ as they embraced a 
completely new experience with positivity and respect.  A huge ‘Thank you!’ to our 
wonderful volunteer helpers – without you the trip would not have been possible.  

 
Jaguars Trip to Chichester Planetarium 

As part of their learning about Earth & Space, Years 5 & 6 
enjoyed a trip to the South Downs Planetarium in Chichester 
on Tuesday 30th November. After an incredible presentation 

in the space dome, narrated by Dr John Mason, they then 
learnt what life is like on the International Space Station. 

Finally they participated in a quiz, finding information from 
the wide-ranging exhibits.  
 

The visit had a great impact on the Jaguars: 
 

'You can see planets from earth; you just have to be in the 
right place at the right time!' Oliver R. 
 

'The quiz helped me learn lots of space facts and about astronomers.' Phoebe. 
 

'It was really dark in the dome, even though it was the middle of the day. We got to see 
the stars; they were in the shapes of animals.' Evie. 

 
Final words for 2021 
This year has once again not been what we expected; whilst some normality has returned, 

there is still a sense of uncertainty as we approach the beginning of the new year.  
However, for the moment, I would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas and a 

peaceful New Year. We look forward to welcoming the children back in 2022 (on 
Wednesday 5th January – don’t forget the INSET Day!) and hope that this year will be far 



Church Lane - Coldwaltham - Pulborough - West Sussex - RH20 1LW 

 

more settled than the previous two! Have a wonderful break over this festive period and 

enjoy this special time with family and friends. 
 

Kind regards, 

 
 

 
 
Mrs Lizzie Martin 

Executive Headteacher, Arun Villages Federation 
 

 

Tuesday 4th January 2022 INSET Day – school closed to all 
children  

Wednesday 5th January 2022 Start of Spring term  

Monday 10th January to 
Monday 14th February 2022 

Year 3 and 4 Swimming lessons with 
MXT Swimming School. Please see 
our letter of 13th December 2021 for 

full details. 

Wednesday 19th January 2022 NHS Screen checks for children in 

Reception (height, weight, vision and 
hearing).  Please see our email of 

10/12/2021 for full details. 

Friday 21st January 2022 Indoor Athletics at Midhurst Rother 

College.  Year 5 and 6 team to be 
selected nearer the time.   

Friday 4th February 2022 Cross Country Running at Midhurst 
Rother College for Key Stage 2.  
Team to be selected nearer the time. 

Monday 21st February to Friday 
25th February 2022 

Half Term  

Friday 8th April 2022 Last day of the Spring Term 

  

Monday 11th April to Friday 
22nd April 2022 

Easter Holidays  

  

Monday 25th April 2022 Summer Term starts  

Tuesday 3rd May 2022 INSET Day – School closed to all 

children 
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