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 Friday Flyer – 19th September 2025 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 
What a wonderful second week in school we have had! The whole school has a 

wonderfully peaceful and calm ambience with the children behaving and learning 
excellently. Each of the classes has been engaging in varied and interesting learning, 
with the children fully engaged and so keen to participate.  We hope you enjoy reading 

about it below. 
 

Please ensure that you look at the ‘Dates for your Diary’ section at the end of the flyer; 
lovely events are already being organised and we hope that early notice about them will 
enable as many parents/carers as possible to be able to attend. 

 
News from the Penguins  

This week, in History, we've been learning about toys, 
including their purpose and what they’re made from. We 
will then explore toys of the past and differences between 

them from next week.  
 

Last week, the children read the book “Oi Frog!” by Kes 
Gray and Jim Field; the class took part in a variety of 
activities inspired by the text, including making these 

fabulous frog faces.  
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News from the Classes – Elephants 

Last week, Elephants created our “Team 
Elephant” class flag; we embroidered 
wooden elephants and also sketched 

elephant drawings.  This week, Elephants 
have been practising writing instructions.  

We started by writing instructions to make 
a sandwich.  We went on to invent a game 
and then wrote the instructions of how to 

play.  We practised our games in PE to see 
if the instructions were clear enough to 

follow.  
 

 
News from the Jaguars  

In Jaguars, we have had a busy first two weeks back. We have 
started reading Holes, which has us gripped. We immersed 
ourselves into the story by attempting to dig a hole as wide and as 

deep as our spade - needless to say, we have 
decided we do not want to go to Camp Green Lake.  

 
We have also embarked on a textiles project to 
create our own cushions. So far, we 

have embroidered our names and a design on to 
the fabric using needles and embroidery thread.  

 
Our class flag is collaborative and is based on 
traditional Tibetan prayer flags which are hung over 

paths to bless those who walk beneath them. We 
have decorated our flags with affirmations for the 

year ahead.  
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House Points and Dojos  

House Points have been re-introduced this academic year.  
They will be awarded to children when they demonstrate 
our school values in their behaviour.  At half-term, the 

house points will be counted and the winning house will 
earn a treat.  Each week, one child from Penguins, Rhinos, 

Elephants and Jaguars will be chosen as Values 
Ambassador for their class, receiving a certificate in 
Celebration Assembly.   

 
The children are also earning dojos which are awarded for 

learning achievements.  The dojos are recorded on the 
class dojo app and parents can check from home to see the 

dojos which have been earned.  The children will earn dojo 
certificates in increments of 50 dojos.  
 

The house point teams are Cowdray, Bramber and Arundel.  The teams have undergone 
a few adjustments this term to create a fair and even spread of talents.  Thank you for 

your understanding if your child has been moved to a different team.   
 
Congratulations to Evan who earned the first house point of the term.  Also, well done to 

our Kindness Ambassadors this week: Freya, Millie, Ava and Amelie.  Last week, the 
Ambassadors for Respect were Lyla, Jeanie, Meena and Lacey.    

 
Parking when Dropping Off and Collecting from School  
Our school has an arrangement with Sandham Hall which allows all parents/carers to park 

there at drop off and collection times; please use the Sandham Hall car park if possible.  
If you choose not to park at Sandham Hall, please take extra care when driving and 

parking, particularly in Arun Vale.  It reflects badly on our school if parents/carers park on 
the double yellow lines or near to the corners of the road in contravention of the Highway 

Code.  Please also consider the residents and their need to get 

in and out of their own driveways.   
 

Finally, please avoid driving up Church Lane at any time during 
the day.  Parking at the school gates sometimes prevents staff 
getting into the school car park and can prevent access by 

emergency vehicles.  
 

Healthy, Nut-Aware Lunchboxes  
Please remember that we are a nut-aware school and it is essential that the children do 
not have products explicitly containing nuts in their lunchboxes; 

examples of nut products which sometimes come to school by mistake 
are almond croissants, Battenberg cake and Frusli bars.   Healthy 

lunchbox ideas can be found on this website - Lunchbox ideas and 
recipes – Healthier Families - NHS (www.nhs.uk).  Please remember 
that sweets and chocolate should not be brought into school but items 

from the supermarket biscuit aisle (which do not contain nuts) are 
acceptable.  

 
Car Park Markings – Thank you to Tony Moore 

Tony Moore very kindly marked out the school car park in yellow and white lines last term.  
Thank you Tony! 
 

Fraudulent App - Parentpay  
Parentpay have notified schools of a fraudulent app which imitates the ParentPay logo and 

is available from the App Store.  ParentPay has asked us to remind parents that they do 
not have an app; their website is www.parentpay.com. 

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes/
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes/
http://www.parentpay.com/
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Music Lessons – Djembe Drums  
We are pleased that Key Stage 1 & 2 children 
(Years 1-6) will be receiving weekly music lessons 

with peripatetic music teacher, Chloe Harvey.  
This term, they are learning the Djembe Drum 

again and they will build on their skills learned in 
the autumn term last year. Chloe is also available 
to teach brass instruments to Key Stage 2 

children this term; if you are interested please 
ask the office for further details. 

 
Kindest regards, 

 
 
 

 
Mrs Lizzie Martin 

Executive Headteacher 
Arun Villages Federation 
Amberley CE Primary School and St James' CE Primary School, Coldwaltham 

 
 

Dates for the Diary  
 

Thursday 9th October 2025 Harvest Service at St Giles’ Church – please see 
our letter dated 11th September for full details  

Tuesday 14th October 2025 Open morning for prospective parents and children 
9-11am  

Monday 20th October 2025 Flu vaccinations – nasal spray. Please see our 
email dated 16th September for full details.  
Parents are required to complete the consent form 

if they wish for their child to receive the 
vaccination 

Monday 20th October 2025 Parent Consultation appointments with class 
teachers  

Friday 24th October 2025 Inset Day – school closed to children  

Monday 27th October to Friday 31st 

October  

Half term  

Friday 7th November 2025 School photos – individual and family groups  

Tuesday 11th November 2025 Remembrance Day – Jaguars to attend service at 
Bury Church  

Tuesday 25th November 2025 Music Performance to parents – am (time to be 
confirmed) 

Monday 1st December 2025 Nativity dress rehearsal – all children in Years R to 
2 

Tuesday 2nd December 2025 Nativity Performance all children in Years R to 2 
1.30pm.  Further details to follow.  

Wednesday 3rd December 2025 Whole School Trip to see “Robin Hood” at the 
Capitol Theatre, Horsham.  Further details to 

follow.  

Tuesday 16th December 2025 Christmas Lunch – please place an order on 
ParentPay if your child would like a Chartwells 

Christmas lunch on this day. Packed lunches can 
be eaten as usual.  

Friday 19th December 2025 Last day of the Autumn Term  

Monday 5th January 2025 First day of the Spring Term  
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