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Executive Headteacher: Mrs Lizzie Martin

Operations Director: Mrs Nicky Kirby

Inclusion Manager: Mrs Jo Eyre

Enabling every child to thrive and succeed

Friday Flyer - Friday 19 December
Dear Parents/Carers,

It’s a pleasure to be writing to you on the last day of term
in the calendar year, 2025. The postbox has been
emptied for the final delivery before Christmas, the
festive lunch has been served and the carols have rung
out through the school corridors, at St Giles, Sandham
Hall and even Arundel Cathedral. What a wonderful
December it has been! We must pass on our huge thank
you to the staff and the children for all their hard work
this term. It's been a very long, very productive few
months and a joy to see the progress each and every
child has made since their tentative start in September.
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Whilst Christmas is a time of joy for many, we also take
a moment to think about those who may be finding this
time of year tricky; the pressure of the festive season
can be overwhelming and the memories of those who !
cannot be with us can leave us a little lost amidst the |
lights and the busy preparations.

May you all find Joy, Hope, Peace and Love, spending
this very special time with your nearest and dearest. May
we all put aside our screens and phones and delight in
the present moment. After all, we are all blessed with the greatest Christmas gifts - our
children, family and friends. We wish the entire St James’ family a fabulous Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

Christingle Making
On Wednesday, all the children made their own Christingles, ready for the Christingle Service
on Thursday morning.
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Choir Performances at Arundel Cathedral and Sandham Hall
Last week, the school choir were invited to a
Christmas workshop and performance at
Arundel Cathedral. The workshop was led by
Emily Barden of West Sussex Music and the
pianist was the very talented Mr Douse!
Parents were invited to watch the final
performance. We are very proud of our choir
who practised regularly leading up to the event
and sang their hearts out. Each school
performed their own choice of Christmas Song
- our choir sang the “"The Bells Ring Out” with
accompanying moves and a twinkle in their
eyes. The massed choir started the concert
with the classic ‘Little Donkey’ ringing up to the
rafters before bopping about to ‘Christmas
Jumper’ and singing the stunning ‘Winter Carol’ in three part harmony. There was not a dry eye
in the house.

On Thursday, after the Christingle Service, the choir sang for local residents at the Sandham
Hall Christmas Coffee Morning. It is lovely to have this opportunity to lift the spirits of older
people in our community; Rosemarie said it was their favourite day of the whole year.

Christmas Disco

We are grateful to the Friends of St James’ for organising the Christmas Disco last week. There
was music, games, party food, balloons and disco lights. Everyone looked the part in their
finest party clothes and Christmas attire.

Church Lane - Coldwaltham - Pulborough - West Sussex - RH20 1LW



Christmas Lunch and Wear Something Festive Day
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Christingle Service at St Giles’ Church

Every year, the Christingle Service is a highlight of the school calendar and this year was no
exception. The service was led by Father John and the Year 6 children retold the Christmas
story with clear and confident readings from the pulpit. The first Christingles were lit and
then the light was passed from person to person along the rows, symbolising the spreading of
God's love and light throughout the world. A moment of stillness descended as the whole
school sang ‘Away in a Manger’ by candlelight.

House Point Treat
Well done to Arundel House who had the most house points with 122 points this term. They
celebrated with hot chocolate and biscuits!
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Elephants’ Night Lights

Elephants have recently completed a project to design and build their own night lights. The
children began by considering who uses night lights and what their purpose would be e.g.
reading, helping children who are afraid of the dark or making you feel cosy and safe. They
then designed their night light, considering which materials and features to include. Next, they
created their design in 3D including an electrical circuit of bulb and battery. We were delighted
to see how the projects progressed through the design and build stages and how much they
enjoyed the whole process. Well done, Elephants!

Census Day Menu - Thursday 15 January \ 7 chartwells
It is beneficial to school funding if all the children who qualify for a free m‘ugd;yﬁm};.;uary
hot lunch have an order placed for them on this day; this applies to =

% School Lunch - Census Day

children in receipt of Free School Meal benefit and Universal Free School

MAINS

Meals (all children in R,1 and 2). An order has been placed by the school | wepaMig |
office for all the children who qualify or a free school meal to have  sioes A
beefburger, sweetcorn and dessert on 15t January. It is possible for the 5
items to be amended by parents using Parentpay; the deadline for changes bnspapaoionemed . &
is 1t January. If you prefer for your child to have packed lunch on this o l

day, you are very welcome to send them with a packed lunch but please
do not cancel the meal order.
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We hope you have enjoyed this final edition of the Friday Flyer. We wish you all a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year and look forward to welcoming the children back on
Monday 5% January 2026.

Kind regards,

Eovae |

Mrs N Douse
Senior Teacher
Dates for the Diary

Monday 5% January First day of the Spring Term
2026
Y
\ \ Chartwe
L
A2 + RS
Thursday 15" January
u,,,',’
’ a

= School Lunch - Census Day

MAINS
Beef Burger

-
Veggie N t
5 eggie Nuggets :
SIDES

Chips, Sweetcorn, Salad

» DESSERT
o Jam Sponge and Custard

Order on ParentPay.com by
Thursday 15t January =] f-i[m]

www.ParentPay.com
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west Brass lessons

SUSSeXx I I
et available at this

school

Lessons available on: cornet, trumpet, tenor horn,
French horn, trombone, baritone horn, euphonium,

Group and individual lessons available.
Instrument hire available.

U
Our Bursary Fund provides free group lessons, free

instrument hire and free access to the Music Centre.
100% Bursary Fund available for:

e Those receiving benefits-related free school meals
e Child in Care

o Refugee status
50% Bursary also available.

Contact me to book a free taster session!
chloe.harvey@westsussexmusic.co.uk

JOIN IN AND LET MUSIC

o H¥ES el  CHANGE YOUR LIFE ﬁ
= 01403 286330
: westsussexmusic.co.uk/apply
- Supported using public funding by
#“% | ARTS COUNCIL
in) :

m < -
i | % | ENGLAND
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Booking for January 2026
Tomorrow'’s Orchestra

Programme

Year long course for
lessons, orchestra &

*Subject to £10 booking fee

: SIGN UP
instrument loan HERE

beginners 7-11 yrs includes

Tuesdays 4:30-6 at Midhurst Rother
College (or Saturday mornings at
Chichester, Worthing or Horsham)
Brass, woodwind and string instruments
available
Email: music@westsussexmusic.co.uk for
more information

Brass lessons available in this school
- trumpet, cornet, trombone, tenor
horn, baritone horn.
Instrument hire available
Bursary fund available
chloe.harvey@westsussexmusic.co.uk

Book

22-23 December

BOGNO
CRAWL
WORTH

5
SIGN UP
HERE

your winter Holiday Activities

FREE
R REGIS - Rap & Lyric writing Siierly
EY - Music Production & DJ
ING - Play In A Band

Family Christingle service

St Johns Church Bury

Sunday 21

Service |

* December 10.30

ed by Rev Simon
Brignall

ALL WELCOME
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£15.00

Scan the QR o ! per
code for Wl P e person
more information - e

Book tickets at fishersfarmpark.co.uk

Church Lane - Coldwaltham - Pulborough - West Sussex - RH20 1LW



HORSHAM

CHURCHES TOGETHER

FAMILY HUB

MONDAYS, 10am-12pm
12" January

9" February
9™ March
St Mark’s Church,

Horsham

Join us
to meet with other parents of
SEND children to chat, share,
and connect with people who

understand your journey

We look forward to seeing you then. We are aware that Mondays don’t work
for everyone so please do get in touch if you can’t come along but are
interested in other SEND Family events and support.

Email: familyhub@stmarksholbrook.org.uk
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Reaching
Families

Are you a parent or carer of a child or
young person in West Sussex who has,
or may have, special educational
needs and disabilities?

Reaching Families is a parent-carer led charity which aims to empower parent-carers and families
of children & young people with special educational needs and disabilities in West Sussex through
the delivery of information, advice, training and peer support.

Making Sense of it All

In-depth parent-carer guide covering SEND
issues from birth to adulthood

Umbrellas

Parent support groups based at locations
across West Sussex and online, via Zoom

Training
Workshops and courses on a variety of issues
delivered online, via Zoom

Face-2-Face

Peer based befriending for parents of children
undergoing diagnosis

Animations
Short animated films on a variety of subjects

If you would like more information about how
Reaching Families can help, please contact:

Email: admin®reachingfamilies.org.uk
Telephone: 01903 366 360

Reg Charity No 1150906

Fact sheets

Covering a range of SEND issues localised to the
needs of West Sussex families

Benefits Advice Service

1-2-1 advice & claim checking support for families
applying for DLA, PIP & Carers Allowance

NDP Navigation Service

Support service for parent-carers of children
undergoing assessment on the West Sussex
Neurodevelopmental Pathway (via referral from
a professional)

Facebook Group

An online parent support group providing news,
information and peer support

Reaching

Families

www.reachingfamilies.org.uk
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TRAINING

SPRING TERM 2026

Making Sense of Masking

Understanding Demand Avoidance

Making Sense of Wellbeing: Self-care
skills for parents and carers

Understanding Sensory Processing
Differences

Making Sense of Anxiety in
Adolescence

Making Sense of Personal
Independence Payment (PIP)

Making Sense of Annual Reviews

Understanding Attention Deficit
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)

All of the above training will be delivered on Zoom

Tuesday 13" January

Thursday 15" January

Tuesday 20" January

Wednesday 28" January

Tuesday 3™ February

Wednesday 4" February

Thursday 5" February

Thursday 12" February

7.30 - 9.30 pm

10.30 am ~
1230 pm

7.30 - 9.00 pm

10.30am ~
12.30pm

7.30 - 9.30 pm

7.30 - 9.30 pm

10.30 am ~
1230 pm

10.30 am ~
12.30 pm

For further information visit our website or email: outreach-training@reachingfamilies.org.uk

All our workshops are free of charge. For more
information or to book a place, please visit our
Eventbrite page or scan the QR code.

reachingfamilies.eventbrite.com

SCAN ME

Reaching
Families

www.reachingfamilies.org.uk
Reglstered Charity No: 1150906

Company Limited by Guarantee No: 8261096
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UMBRELLAS

Parent Support Groups

Spring Term 2026

Connecting parents and carers of

children and young people in West

Sussex with special educational
needs and disabilities

Burgess Hill Umbrellas

Tuesdays, 10 am ~ 11.30 am
The Cherry Tree Centre
13th Jan / 3rd Feb / 3rd Mar

Littlehampton Umbrellas

Wednesdays, 10 am ~ 11.30 am
Creative Heart Community Hub (upstairs)
14th Jan / 1ith Feb / 11th Mar

Worthing Umbrellas

Tuesdays, 10 am - 11.30 am
Durrington Community Centre

20th Jan / 10th Feb / 17th Mar
Umbrellas Online

Thursdays via Zoom
7.30 - 9pm

15th Jan / 12th Feb / 5th Mar

Reaching

! Families

www.reachingfamilies.org.uk

Horsham Umbrellas

Wednesdays, 10 am ~ 11.30 am
Horsham Family Hub

21st Jan / 25th Feb / 18th Mar

Shoreham Umbrellas

Tuesdays, 10 am - 11.30 am
Adur East Family Hub

27th Jan / 24th Feb / 24th Mar

Bognor Regis Umbrellas
Thursdays, 10 am - 11.30 am
Arun West Family Hub

29th Jan / 26th Feb / 26th Mar

If you would like more information about
Umbrellas or the link to join Umbrellas
online, please contact our outreach team.

outreach-training@reachingfamilies.org.uk

Dove Lodge, 49 Beach Road,
Littlechampton, BN17 5)G

Registered Charity No: 1150906
Company Limited by Guarantee No: 8261096
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CONNAUGHT wctw
CINEMA waww

ELF

Sot 13 & Mon 15 Dec

MIRACLE ON 34TH STREET |,

Sat 13 Dec

RB&O: THE NUTCRACKER |

Sun 4 Dec

HOME ALONE

Tue 16 & Sat 27 Dec

THE NICHTMARE BEFORE
CHRISTMAS

Wed 17 & Sun 21 Dec

THE MUPPET CHRISTMAS
CAROL

Sot 20 & Wed 24 Dec

HOME ALONE 2

Sot 20 Dec

SANTA CLAUS: THE MOVIE )

Sun 21 Dec

THE POLAR EXPRESS '

Tue 23 Dec
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® The pantomime i

M&EM THEATRICAL PRODUCTIONS
ON BEHALF OF
EASEBOURNE PRIMARY SCHOOL

Saturday 10t/ January
Doors open 2:30pm
Jor a 3pm start
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