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Friday Flyer – Friday 19th December 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

  
It’s a pleasure to be writing to you on the last day of term 

in the calendar year, 2025. The postbox has been 
emptied for the final delivery before Christmas, the 
festive lunch has been served and the carols have rung 

out through the school corridors, at St Giles, Sandham 
Hall and even Arundel Cathedral. What a wonderful 

December it has been! We must pass on our huge thank 
you to the staff and the children for all their hard work 
this term. It’s been a very long, very productive few 

months and a joy to see the progress each and every 
child has made since their tentative start in September. 

 
Whilst Christmas is a time of joy for many, we also take 
a moment to think about those who may be finding this 

time of year tricky; the pressure of the festive season 
can be overwhelming and the memories of those who 

cannot be with us can leave us a little lost amidst the 
lights and the busy preparations. 
 

May you all find Joy, Hope, Peace and Love, spending 
this very special time with your nearest and dearest. May 

we all put aside our screens and phones and delight in 
the present moment. After all, we are all blessed with the greatest Christmas gifts – our 
children, family and friends. We wish the entire St James’ family a fabulous Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. 
 

Christingle Making 
On Wednesday, all the children made their own Christingles, ready for the Christingle Service 
on Thursday morning.   
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Choir Performances at Arundel Cathedral and Sandham Hall  
Last week, the school choir were invited to a 

Christmas workshop and performance at 
Arundel Cathedral.  The workshop was led by 

Emily Barden of West Sussex Music and the 
pianist was the very talented Mr Douse!  
Parents were invited to watch the final 

performance.  We are very proud of our choir 
who practised regularly leading up to the event 

and sang their hearts out.  Each school 
performed their own choice of Christmas Song 
– our choir sang the ”The Bells Ring Out” with 

accompanying moves and a twinkle in their 
eyes.   The massed choir started the concert 

with the classic ‘Little Donkey’ ringing up to the 
rafters before bopping about to ‘Christmas 
Jumper’ and singing the stunning ‘Winter Carol’ in three part harmony. There was not a dry eye 

in the house. 
 

On Thursday, after the Christingle Service, the choir sang for local residents at the Sandham 
Hall Christmas Coffee Morning.  It is lovely to have this opportunity to lift the spirits of older 

people in our community; Rosemarie said it was their favourite day of the whole year.  
 
Christmas Disco  

We are grateful to the Friends of St James’ for organising the Christmas Disco last week.  There 
was music, games, party food, balloons and disco lights.   Everyone looked the part in their 

finest party clothes and Christmas attire.  
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Christmas Lunch and Wear Something Festive Day  
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Christingle Service at St Giles’ Church  
Every year, the Christingle Service is a highlight of the school calendar and this year was no 

exception.  The service was led by Father John and the Year 6 children retold the Christmas 
story with clear and confident readings from the pulpit.   The first Christingles were lit and 

then the light was passed from person to person along the rows, symbolising the spreading of 
God's love and light throughout the world. A moment of stillness descended as the whole 
school sang ‘Away in a Manger’ by candlelight.  

 

 

House Point Treat  
Well done to Arundel House who had the most house points with 122 points this term.  They 
celebrated with hot chocolate and biscuits! 
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Elephants’ Night Lights  
Elephants have recently completed a project to design and build their own night lights. The 

children began by considering who uses night lights and what their purpose would be e.g. 
reading, helping children who are afraid of the dark or making you feel cosy and safe. They 

then designed their night light, considering which materials and features to include. Next, they 
created their design in 3D including an electrical circuit of bulb and battery. We were delighted 
to see how the projects progressed through the design and build stages and how much they 

enjoyed the whole process. Well done, Elephants! 
 

 

Census Day Menu – Thursday 15th January 

It is beneficial to school funding if all the children who qualify for a free 
hot lunch have an order placed for them on this day; this applies to 
children in receipt of Free School Meal benefit and Universal Free School 

Meals (all children in R,1 and 2).  An order has been placed by the school 
office for all the children who qualify or a free school meal to have 

beefburger, sweetcorn and dessert on 15th January. It is possible for the 
items to be amended by parents using Parentpay; the deadline for changes 
is 1st January.   If you prefer for your child to have packed lunch on this 

day, you are very welcome to send them with a packed lunch but please 
do not cancel the meal order.   
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We hope you have enjoyed this final edition of the Friday Flyer. We wish you all a Merry 
Christmas and a  Happy New Year and look forward to welcoming the children back on 

Monday 5th January 2026. 
 

Kind regards, 
 
 

 
Mrs N Douse 

Senior Teacher 
Dates for the Diary  

 

Monday 5th January 
2026 

First day of the Spring Term  
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