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Enabling every child to thrive and succeed

Friday Flyer - Friday 30 January 2026
Dear Parents/Carers,

Here we are at the end of January already - the ‘longest’ month of the year has been full of
highlights for us here at the school and we hope you enjoy reading about some of them in this
Friday Flyer!

Hawking About Visit
Birds of prey from “Hawking About” visited with their handler |
and gave a very informative demonstration, where we all
learned about these wonderful creatures. Ava said, ‘My
favourite part of the visit was when the tawny owl was flying
around the hall.” Ben liked it when the hawk called Amy flew
over everyone'’s heads. He said, ‘You could feel so much wind
and power.” All the children had an opportunity to hold Buzbee
the Barn Owl: Aubree said, ‘When I was holding the owl, I felt
a little bit frightened but it made me feel brave’;, LunaBelle said
‘The owl! was pretty heavy but I liked holding it.’

Some fascinating facts that we learned include;

e Owils don't twist their head all the way around. They can
turn their heads 270 degrees because they have 14
bones in their necks. Humans only have 7 bones in their
necks.

e The owls have a heart shaped face to channel sounds into their ears and their hearing
is ten times better than humans.

e Owls can even hear the heartbeat of a mouse from 3 metres away.
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Goodbye to Fr John

This week, we had our last visit to school by Father John who has been leading regular Thursday
worships at our school while arrangements have made for the new vicar to take up their position
at St Giles’ Church. We will dearly miss Father John who has shared many pearls of wisdom
over the past months. This week he talked to us about the importance of children, something
that we all recognise at St. James. Father John emphasised how special they all are and how
God will be with them throughout their lives.

Cross Country Running Competition

Thank you to everyone who has responded to say their child will be taking
part in the cross-country running competition on 6% February. We are
looking forward to seeing how the team will get on.
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News from the Elephants

Elephants have been reading the book “Wild Lives” by Ben Lerwill which contains 50 stories of
extraordinary animals that have made history. They each chose an animal from the book,
learned its biography and rewrote what happened to the animal in chronological order.
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During Art lessons this week, the Elephants have been modelling characters from books
using plasticine. They first had to warm the plasticine so it could be moulde. They chose a
character and shaped it, based on illustrations from the book and descriptions of the
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character in the text. They all did an amazing job and, once they had finished, the
plasticine was rolled back into a ball so it can be used another day.

School Council Meeting

The School Councillors had a working lunch last week
when they met with Mrs Douse and Mrs Kirby and they
were buzzing with ideas! They discussed about how
we can all make the best, safest use of our lovely
school grounds. They've also started exploring fun new
equipment and resources that we could work together
to fund through upcoming fundraising activities. We
can’t wait to share their creative suggestions with you
soon.

News from the Penguins and Rhinos

In Science this week, we have been observing the
weather and discussing the types of weather that we
experience in winter. In particular, we have explored
the wind direction and strength and what we do when
itis windy. We considered an enquiry question: “Does
the wind always come from the same direction?” We
then created a weather vane and discussed its uses
and where we might see them. We went outside and
recorded the direction the wind was blowing in,
discussed the strength of the wind and looked at sighs :
of wind speed; we then recorded what we found onto an observatlon sheet.
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News From The Jaguars
In their recent English lessons, Jaguars have been reading a range of poems in different

styles. To write poetry of their own, they have used the techniques they have learned about.
The children have chosen a style and a subject that interests them the most producing some

beautiful, unique poems.
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In Art, Jaguars have been studying the work of Peter Randall-Page who is an artist whose
work is often inspired by plants. Robin says, “He was born in 1954 and studied sculpture at
university”. The Jaguars have researched which plants, or other objects could provide them
with inspiration; they made sketches and completed mind maps. They created their
sculptures from air drying clay. To conclude, they reviewed their project and considered
what could be improved. Immie says, “I used organic shapes to show the sea bed. The

texture looks like a coral.”
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World Book Day - Friday 6" March 2026
Don’t panic - we haven’t made an error with the date! World Book Day DAY®

takes place on Thursday 5% March but, as a school, we choose to

celebrate on Friday 6" to have fun end to the week! World Book Day is an amazing
opportunity for children (and adults!) to take time to just read for pleasure - reading opens
up so many new and exciting places for us and helps us to make sense of the world around
us.

As always, the children will be welcome to dress up as their favourite book characters.
Costumes don't have to be fancy or expensive! It is always great if the children can bring
in the book that their character is from. If your child does not enjoy dressing up, they do
not have to - they may wear their own clothes and still bring in their favourite book!

We will have more details about special activities that will take place on the day nearer the
time.

Times Table Practice

As a school, we do not have a strict expectation for children to practise times tables at home,
but we are aware that some families have been choosing to do this using TT Rock Stars.
Unfortunately, we are no longer, as a school, subscribing to TT Rock Stars so there is no longer
access for the children to it.

However, there are other alternative ways to practise times tables at home with many websites
and apps accessible from home free of charge. Two examples of these are:

White Rose ‘1-Minute Maths’

Designed for use both in class and at home, White Rose’s 1-minute maths app helps children
build greater number confidence and fluency. It's all about targeted practice in engaging, one-
minute chunks!

To find out more about, please go to this link: https://whiteroseeducation.com/1-minute-maths
There is a web version of this app so children can access this on a desktop.

Topmarks

Topmarks is a fantastic educational website with a range of resources but its Maths resources,

including quick fire games to support children’s learning, is especially good.

To find out more, please go to this link: https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?g=Maths

I can highly recommend ‘Hit the Button’ and ‘Daily 10’ (amongst others) as activities that I used
when I was teaching - the children really enjoyed the format of the site and the ability to work
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at a level suited to their learning.

Whilst it is not compulsory to practise, mastery of mental maths and calculation skills is an
essential maths skill which will help wider maths’ learning throughout primary school and beyond.

Reminder - What to Wear for Forest School

Forest School offers the children the chance to be outdoors in every season and in all
weathers, (with the exception of high winds and storms) but to help us achieve this
they need to be clothed appropriately. Suitable clothing for Forest School is:

e A long-sleeved top and extra warm layers (short sleeves and short trousers are
not suitable, regardless of temperature);

e Long trousers BUT NOT LEGGINGS;

e Socks (please remember to provide socks if tights are worn during the school
day);

e Strong shoes or Wellington boots;

e A waterproof coat;

e Waterproof trousers are strongly advised as these sessions will take place in
most weather conditions;

¢ Warm hat and gloves or sunhat and sunscreen.

Penguins and Rhinos should bring their Forest School clothes with them in a named
bag; they will get changed before their Forest School session.

Elephants and Jaguars should come to school dressed in their Forest School clothes.

Please note that any children not dressed appropriately will not be able to take part in
Forest School.

Reminder - Please do not drive up Church Lane

Unfortunately, parents who drive up Church Lane to drop off children, especially to Breakfast
Club, sometimes cause an obstruction which prevents staff being able to park in the car park.
At drop off time, please park in Sandham Hall and walk up Church Lane. Thank you for your
support.

Request - Wood for the fire and for den building

We would be very grateful to receive donations of garden prunings that are suitable for firewood.
Preferably, the prunings should be cut and bagged so that we can store them easily until they
are used. We are also in need of long, sturdy branches to be used for den building. If you have
any suitable wood at home, please consider donating it to school for our Forest School sessions.
Thank you.

Kind regards,

e .

Mrs N Douse
Senior Teacher
Dates for the Diary

Friday 6% February MRC Cross Country for Years 3-6.

Monday 9% February Parent Consultation Appointments - sign-up sheets in
foyer from 26 January

Monday 16 to Friday Half Term

20" February
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Friday 27t February

Elephants Class Worship 9.00am. Parents and carers of
Elephants are invited to attend.

Friday 27 February

Celebration of International Culture - letter to follow

Friday 5% March

Jaguars visit to St Botoph’s Church, Hardham - 9.00am
to 10.30am. Letter to follow.

Friday 6™ March

World Book Day - dress up as your favourite book
character or wear your own clothes - everyone to bring
their favourite book in!

Friday 13% March

Penguins and Rhinos Class Worship 9.00am - Parents
and carers of Penguins and Rhinos are invited to attend.

Friday 13% March

Rother Valley Arts Festival — Rehearsal and evening
performance for Dance Club

Friday 20t March

Jaguars Class Worship 9.00am - Parents and carers of
Jaguars are invited to attend.

Week of 23 March

There will be no school clubs during the last week of
term

Friday 27" March

Last day of the Spring Term

Monday 13 April

First day of the Summer Term
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Reaching
Families

Are you a parent or carer of a
child or young person who has,
or may have, special
educational needs and
disabilities in West Sussex?

Reaching Families is a parent-carer led charity which aims to empower parent-carers
and families of children & young people with special educational needs and disabilities
in West Sussex through the delivery of information, training and peer support.

Making Sense of it All

In-depth parent-carer guide covering SEND
issues from birth to adulthood

Umbrellas

Parent support groups based at locations
across West Sussex and online, via Zoom

Training
Workshops and courses on a variety of
issues delivered in-person and online

Face-2-Face

Peer based befriending for parents of
children undergoing diagnosis

Animations

Short animated films on a variety of subjects

f you would like more information about how
Reaching Families can help, please contact:

Email: admin@reachingfamilies.org.uk
Telephone: 01203 366 360

Reg Charity No 1150906

Fact sheets

Covering a range of SEND issues localised to
the needs of West Sussex families

Benefits Advice Service

1-2-1 advice & claim checking support for
families applying for DLA, PIP & Carers
Allowance

NDP Navigation Service

Support service for parent-carers of
children undergoing assessment on the
West Sussex Neurodevelopmental Pathway
(via referral from a professional)

Facebook Group

An online parent support group providing
news, information and peer support

Reaching
Families

www.reachingfamilies.org.uk
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UMBRECLLAS

Parent Support Groups

Spring Term 2026

Connecting parents and carers of
children and young people in West

Sussex with special educational
needs and disabilities

Burgess Hill Umbrellas

Tuesdays, 10 am ~ 11.30 am
The Cherry Tree Centre

13th Jan / 3rd Feb / 3rd Mar

Littlechampton Umbrellas

Wednesdays, 10 am ~ 11.30 am
Creative Heart Community Hub (upstairs)

14th Jan / 11th Feb / 11th Mar

Worthing Umbrellas

Tuesdays, 10 am - 11.30 am
Durrington Community Centre

20th Jan / 10th Feb / 17th Mar

Umbrellas Online

Thursdays via Zoom
7.30 - 9pm

15th Jan / 12th Feb / 5th Mar

Reaching

Families

www.reachingfamilies.org.uk

Horsham Umbrellas

Wednesdays, 10 am - 11.30 am
Horsham Family Hub

21st Jan / 25th Feb / 18th Mar

Shoreham Umbrellas

Tuesdays, 10 am - 11.30 am
Adur East Family Hub
27th Jan / 24th Feb / 24th Mar

Bognor Regis Umbrellas

Thursdays, 10 am - 11.30 am
Arun West Family Hub

29th Jan / 26th Feb / 26th Mar

If you would like more information about
Umbrellas or the link to join Umbrellas
online, please contact our outreach team.

outreach-training@reachingfamilies.org.uk

Dove Lodge, 49 Beach Road,
Littlechampton, BN17 5)G

Registered Charity No: 1150906
Company Limited by Guarantee No: 8261096
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Join us for our fully-funded courses,
aimed at parents/guardians and their
children.

Roar and Explore - Wednesdays - Starts 25th February -

10am-12pm - Roffey Millenium Hall
Explore the wonderful world of animals through engaging sessions inspired by beloved
children's books.

To book, click HERE.

How To Help Your Child With KS2 Literacy - Wednesdays - Starts

25th February - 1pm-2:30pm - Roffey Millennium Hall
This course is designed to help parents support their Key Stage 2 children with
confidence and clarity in learning literacy at home.

To book, click HERE.

31F west

T SUSSeX

N county ROy :
>/ council amilyleaming@westsussex.gov.u

Booking Link:
Roar and Explore: A Family Learning Adventure WSCC Adult Learning Service
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Join us for our fully-funded courses,
aimed at parents/guardians and their
children.

Play, Taste & Create: Food Fun for Little Hands! - Tuesdays - Starts 24th
February - 10am-12pm

Ready for some food fun without the fuss of cooking?

To book, click HERE.

Once Upon A Playtime - Wednesdays - Starts 25th February - 10am-12pm
Step into a world of imagination and adventure.

To book, click HERE.

Communication Club - Thursdays - Starts 26th February- 10am-12pm
Feel empowered to support your child with speech and communication challenges.

To book, click HERE.

How To Help Your Child With Learning In KS1 - Wednesdays - Starts 25th
February- 1Jpm-2:30pm
Confidently support your Key Stage 1 children with phonics, reading, and maths at home.

To book, click HERE.

(~~»lEolin : _
Ny cgunr_ﬁ familyleaming@westsussex.gov.uk

Booking Link Web.Enrol WSCC Adult Learning Service
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Join us for our fully-funded courses,
aimed at parents/guardians and their
children.

Roar and Explore - Wednesdays - Starts 25th February -
10am-12pm - Roffey Millenium Hall

Explore the wonderful world of animals through engaging sessions inspired by beloved
children's books.

How To Help Your Child With KS2 Literacy - Wednesdays - Starts

25th February - 1pm-2:30pm - Roffey Millennium Hall
This course is designed to help parents support their Key Stage 2 children with
confidence and clarity in learning literacy at home.
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familylearning@westsussex.gov.uk
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