Curriculum Overview [image: ]
Welcome back to Jaguars Class. I hope that you have had a good and restful holiday and that you are ready to come back and join in with all of our exciting learning.
[image: Jaguar - Wikipedia]

Jaguar Class – Spring Term 2024 
	English
In English, we will be looking at a range of engaging and diverse texts including wonderful fiction and non-fiction texts. Some of the rich texts that we will share during English and Guided Reading sessions include: Cogheart, Darwin’s Dragons, Survivors Treason and Black Powder. They will allow us to explore grammar and literary features culminating in a variety of writing outcomes. Over the course of the term, children will experience writing a range of different genres with a focus on increasing independence and stamina. They will be encouraged to put to use the elements of writing that they have learnt throughout KS2 with increasing ambition and style.                    

	Maths
We will begin by revisiting multiplication and division, further developing our use of a variety of methods. We will also cover fractions, decimals, percentages, area, permitter and volume over the course of this term. Children will be both revising prior learning and developing new skills. We will do this through a variety or whole class, small group and independent work. There will be opportunities for children to demonstrate their growing knowledge through investigations and a greater onus on explaining their thinking independently. Children will continue to work on their times tables and mental arithmetic as this will be a very useful skill moving forwards. 


	Science
We will begin the term by learning about light. We will put our knowledge to use by creating shadow puppets and theatres. We will go on to investigate evolution and inheritance. This will link to our study of the desert biomes of the world as we explore how things adapt to survive certain environments. 


	History
This term we will be learning about crime and punishment throughout history. We will discover how each period in history has had its own issues and how they have been dealt with. This will allow us to explore some of the issues facing society today. 

	R.E. 
This term we will seek to answer two questions through enquiry-based topics: 
‘How can following God bring freedom and justice?’ and ‘What difference does the resurrection make to Christians?’



	Geography
In Geography, we will be learning about the deserts. We will find out where they are as well as exploring the physical and human geography of desert biomes. We will discover the key features of some of the driest places on Earth – grab your water bottles Jaguars! 

	P.E.   
This half term we are very lucky to benefit from having Joe from 1:1 teaching P.E. with Mrs Parker. We will be developing our Gymnastics and Hockey skills as well as our fitness. 
	Art 
We will begin the term by exploring set design and how designers create sets and props to give background and context to drama. Through this we will explore animation and link to our exploration of light in science. 
In the second half of the term, we will be exploring mixed media land and cityscapes. We will find out how artists use a variety of media to capture the spirit of a place. There will be a big focus on exploratory work to discover mixed media combinations.

	DT
We will be building on the sewing skills that we developed whilst making our cushions, to combine different fabrics using a variety of techniques. 
	

	RHE
We will cover two topics over the course of this term in our RHE lessons: Being Responsible as We Get Older and Being the Best Me. 
	Computing
First, we will be learning about selection in physical computing by exploring conditions and selection using a programmable microcontroller. Then we will investigate flat-file databases by using a database to order data and create charts to answer questions.
	MFL – French
This term we will be developing our ability to read, write and speak French. We will be doing this though the topics Family and Friends and That’s Tasty!

	Music
We will have the fantastic opportunity to learn to play the ukelele this term under the guidance of a specialist music teacher!

	
	

	Homework
There will be an expectation that children are reading at home at least 5 times a week (initials in the reading record are completely fine!). There will be a focus on times tables and mental maths skills through TTR Rockstars and White Rose 1 Minute Maths. Your children will have access to their spelling homework via Spellingshed, this supports the learning that takes place weekly in class. There will also be optional opportunities to extend your child’s learning at home. 

	FYI
Your teacher this year will be Mrs Parker, and I will be supported by several of the wonderful Teaching Assistants we have in school. The class email address is jaguars@coldwalthamschool.com 
Please do feel free to use the class Dojo account to make contact as this is a speedy way to get hold of me!
Please make sure you have all the correct kit for PE, correct uniform and that hair is neatly tied up if long. 
Forest School will be on Friday and P.E. will be on Monday (this is a change from the Autumn Term).
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