
LI: To analyse newspaper reports

• To be able to complete this work, you need 
some examples of newspaper reports.

• If you are able to, buy a real newspaper from 
the shop.

• If you are (or someone else is) unable to go to 
get a paper, look online at newspaper 
websites, e.g. The Times, The Guardian, The 
Independent, etc.



LI: To analyse newspaper reports

• Steps to Success

• I can…

1. Identify the key features of newspaper reports 
(e.g. layout and structure)

2. Identify language features (e.g. tense, 
punctuation and strategies)

3.  Explore the use of grammar.



Using examples of newspapers, talk 
to your parent about these questions:

• What is the purpose of a newspaper?

• How is a newspaper set out?

• What is the text structure of a newspaper 
report?

• Do the reports in newspapers have a bias?

• What punctuation can you see?

• Is there anything else you have noticed?



Step to Success 1

Identify the key features of 
newspaper reports 



Layout of a 
newspaper

Columns

Who has 
written it (the 

journalist)

Headline

Contact 
information



Layout of a 
newspaper

Columns
Newspaper reports are 
designed to get news 
across as quickly as 
possible.  Paragraphs in 
newspaper reports are 
generally shorter than in 
narrative writing; 
columns allow them to 
be presented in an 
easily accessible way for 
the reader to absorb the 
information quickly.



Headlines

• Short and to the 
point

• Catchy (although this isn’t the catchiest example, I’ve seen!

• Can use literary devices – alliteration, play on words, puns, etc.

• Interests the reader – this uses the price to focus the reader

• Relates to the 
report!



Layout of a 
newspaper

Who has 
written it (the 

journalist)

It is important to remember 
to include who has written 

the report.  This can give the 
reader an indication of any 

bias the report may be 
written with.  It is also 

important to acknowledge 
that it is this writer’s work.



Introductory paragraph
• The first paragraph is crucial as it gives the 

main information about the report.

• These are often referred to as the the 5Ws 
and H.
– What has happened?

– When it happened?

– Where it happened?

– Who was involved?

– Why it has happened?

– How did it happen?



Main body of the report
• The main part of the report explains and adds more 

detail about the subject of the report.

• It is structured in paragraphs.  These paragraphs are not 
usually as long as paragraphs in novels – the aim is to 
communicate information as quickly as possible.

• Newspaper reports very 
often contain 
quotations from people 
related to the subject. 
These will be directed
speech.

• Comments can also be 
given as reported 
speech.



Concluding paragraph

• It will usually summarise/conclude what 
the report was about.

• It will often tell us what is happening now, 
giving an update on current information.

• Many times, there will be a 
point of contact at the end of 
a report.  This means people 
can give reaction to the 
report or suggest a further 
story related to it.



Photos

• Most newspaper 
reports will have photos 
to accompany them.

• The photos should 
support the newspaper 
report’s subject.

• They are also a way of 
hooking a reader in to a 
report.



Caption

• A caption goes underneath a photo to identify 
something or someone and to give us more 
information. 

Photos can hook a
reader so they read
the caption. The
caption can then
lead the reader to 
read the report.



With your parents, choose three newspaper 
reports and answer these questions:

• Find the headline:

– What is the headline?

– How many words are in it?

– Who wrote this article?

• Find the introduction:

– What/who is the article 
about?

– What happened?

– When did it happen?

– Where did it happen?

• Find the main body:

– What else do you now know 
about this article? (Think 
Ws/H)

– Were there any quotes?

– What were the quotes?

• Find any pictures:
– What is in the picture?

– What does the caption say?

– Does it hook the reader?


