
 

Communication and Language: 
Communication and language activities will continue to 
underpin everything we do in Penguin class as we strive 
for the children to develop excellent speaking and 
listening skills, a love of stories, rhymes and words. 
 

This year, the children have shown a particular interest 
in many of the Traditional Tales that we have in the 
classroom so, this has driven my planning for the second 
half of this term. We have started with their favourite, 
Little Red Riding Hood and have already begun to learn 
this as a choral retell as well as having lots of fun with it 
in our role play. 
 

Other Traditional Tales that we will be looking at 
include: The Three Billy Goats Gruff, Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears, The Gingerbread Man and The Three Little 
Pigs. 
 

We will really delve into these stories, talking about the 
plot, main characters, their feelings, actions and motives 
and wherever possible linking this to our Zones of 
Regulation to deepen our understanding. We will learn 
the repeated refrains and practice using our very best 
character voices so that we can move this into our 
independent play. 
 

A half term of story filled fun awaits us ☺ 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development: 
We are continuing with our weekly circle time this half 
term and are thinking about how we can use time out 
to help us keep calm. We will also be thinking about 
praise and criticism and how they make us feel. 
 

We will continue our learning about the Zones of 
Regulation, identifying the zone we are in and what we 
can do to self-regulate.  
 

Physical Development: 
Our whole class PE sessions will remain on a Monday 
and Tuesday this half term and we are continuing with 
units in dance and gymnastics.  
In gymnastics we are working on ways of travelling 
with control; beginning to use space and share space 
safely and understanding how to use apparatus safely.  
In dance we are focusing on recognizing and making 
simple shapes with our bodies and moving on 
different levels and in different directions.  
 

R.E. 
We are continuing to focus on ‘Understanding 
Christianity’ this term and will build on the work last 
term about why the word ‘God’ is so important to 
Christians. The children will be introduced to the fact 
that Christians believe that they are called by God to 
care for the world. 

Expressive Arts and Design: 
Our adult directed activities in EAD this half term will 
include colour mixing, drawing from observation and 
developing story lines in our pretend play. There will 
always be lots of opportunities for the children to 
explore their creativity and practice techniques in 
their self-initiated learning time. 
 

Our music teaching and learning will continue to be 
interspersed throughout the week as we listen and 
respond to different styles of music; learn nursery 
rhymes and action songs; learn to play instruments 
within a song and share and perform our learning 
within class. 

Literacy: 
Our phonics sessions continue to be a much loved part 
of our day and the children are all making steady 
progress with their reading and writing.  
 

This half term, some of us will be beginning to learn 
more about capital letters, how to form them and when 
they are needed in our writing.  
 

Please do continue to listen to your children read at 
home at least four times a week. This doubles their daily 
exposure to reading and makes such a difference to their 
progress. I’m hoping that with Covid-19 behind us, I will 
be able to invite you all in for a phonics / reading 
workshop this half term. Watch this space… 
 
 

 

Understanding the World: 
Traditional Tales offer a wealth of opportunity for us 
to discuss characters from stories, particularly figures 
from the past. We will be exploring some of the ‘olden 
days’ equipment that we have seen in our stories and 
comparing it to what we use now. 
 

Story mapping is another focus for us this half term 
and we will be teaching the children how to draw 
their own maps from the story settings we are 
reading. 
 

Excitingly, British Science week is running for one 
week this half term and we will be taking part in many 
of the growth themed activities that have been 
provided. 
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Mathematics: 
This half term we are moving into phase 6: Building 9 & 
10. This phase will deepen our understanding of the 
numbers 9 and 10. As well as accurately counting, we 
will explore their composition and learn to subitise 
groups of 9 and 10.  
We will move onto comparing numbers to 10 to 
deepen our understanding of more than, less than and 
counting order before we begin to explore number 
bonds to 10. 
Finally, we will be learning more about 3D shapes and 
repeating patterns. Many of our story times will also 
focus on developing our mathematical knowledge, 
skills and understanding. 
 


